Applicant Rating Guidelines

Please Review the Application and Home Visit for any family that you are considering for your foster dog.  

Across the top of each application you will find:

· A rating

· Comments and cautions

· The date the application was received

· The date the application was approved

**Please remember, not all families are approved for all types of dogs**

The rating system goes from 1 to 3 with the use of “+”, “-“, and “(” for further definition.

Rating 1:  

      These applicants are equipped to handle almost any dog regardless of age, temperament, physical or behavioral problems, etc.  

 OR 

are very well suited to handle the age and energy level dog for which they have applied (e.g. an older, experienced applicant seeking an older dog) 

Rating 2:

      These applicants will make a very good home for most dogs.  They may have one or two factors dealing with environment, experience, or family make-up that would keep them from being a good match with every dog, but they are very solid applicants.

      Some of these factors include; age and number of children, presence and type of fence, presence and type of stairs, presence and type of companion animals, dog savviness level, Golden savviness level, activity level, etc.  Most of our applicants fall under this rating with “+” signs, “-“ signs, and “(” signs for further definition.

Rating 3:

      These applicants will make a good home for our “plug-and-play” Goldens.  They may have no dog experience but be willing to learn, or they may have several factors (more than two of the above) that may make them unsuited for every dog.  If the applicants have a rating of 3+, we feel that they can and are willing to learn and will make a good home for the right dog, they may just need extra help and guidance.  If the applicant receives a 3 with no other sign, we advise caution when considering the applicant.

Sample of Reasons for Rejection:

· Dog outside 

· Dog Door + no or unsuitable fence

· Dogs given up, lost, killed, or euthanized without evidence of prior effort to make it work or without acceptance of responsibility/culpability.  These applicants must demonstrate a change of effort, circumstance, or habits that indicate they have learned and are willing to provide a safer, more knowledgeable environment for a dog.

· Poor/Bad attitude and an unwillingness to work within our policies and guidelines.

