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The State of GRREAT
by Barbara Boyd, President

GRREAT members, volunteers, and other fellow Golden
lovers….I am pleased to report that the state of GRREAT is
great! If you missed the Annual Meeting in January, here
are some of the highlights.

pups. Our vet expenses went down by $79K. (This
was also due to the hard work and commitment of
Medical Coordinator, Lucinda Twining, according
to Harry.)

Perhaps the very best news came from Harry Sethna, our
Treasurer. For the first time in three years, our income
exceeded our expenses. We were even able to invest some
of our funds rather than drawing down our investments.
Financially, there was both good news and bad news.

•

First the bad news. Our income was down by 3%. Why?
•

We took in fewer dogs (110 versus 124 last year)
resulting in a decrease of $20K in adoption and
application fees. This continues a trend seen by
GRREAT and most other Golden Rescues over the
past six years. By comparison, we took in 247 dogs
in 2009.

•

We had 95 fewer paid memberships in 2014 as
compared with 2013, resulting in a decrease in
income of $4k. This also continues a trend of
declining active members.
Judy Bendig, our
Database Administrator, reported that only 29% of
our volunteers are also paid members! If you are
reading this and are not currently a member, please
join at: http://www.grreat.org/how-to-help/becomea-member.

•

Although our intakes were down, the Intake Team led by
Mary Collings, our Intake/Foster Home Coordinator, was
still busy. They did 168 intake interviews. Of the 58 dogs
we did not bring in to GRREAT, most were cancelled
because the owners changed their minds or the dogs were
sent to other rescues/shelters. Eleven dogs were not
accepted either because of aggression/behavior or because
they were mixes who did not meet our criteria (looks like a
Golden, acts like a Golden, no black fur). The very good
news is that all of these were networked to other rescues
thanks to Mary.
While most of our dogs come from owner give-ups, we get
dogs from other sources. Last year 11 dogs were returned
by previous adopters, 24 came from 19 shelters, 3 dogs
came from other rescues seeking our help, and Lilly
(14-090) came from Cairo, Egypt. We took in 54 females
and 56 males. Six of these dogs passed away either due to
extremely poor health or aggression.

Investment income was down $16K due to a
smaller portfolio and a weaker market.

During 2014, 68 of our 294 approved foster homes fostered
dogs, with many fostering more than one dog. Also, 37 new
foster homes were approved. Thirty foster homes became
“failed fosters” (they adopted their foster dogs themselves).

Now the good news. Our expenses went down 26%.
•

Because we took in fewer dogs, our foster home
expenses were lower.

•

The dogs we took in required fewer medical
procedures. This was good for us as well as for the

Although we had fewer donations, the average
amount donated was up by $25. These were
supplemented by a very generous donation of
$10,000 to the Chief’s Fund and $40,000 from
Acumen Solutions, Inc., for our third place finish in
their Race for a Cause™.

Continued on page3
!1

Golden Retriever Rescue,
Education and Training, Inc.
Board of Directors
PRESIDENT
Barbara Bertsch Boyd

GRREAT, Inc. is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) all-volunteer organization
dedicated to the rescue, foster care, and placement of Golden
Retrievers in Maryland, Virginia, the District of Columbia, Delaware,
and parts of Pennsylvania and West Virginia.

President@grreat.org

In This Issue

410.309.3192

VICE PRESIDENT
Jennifer Phillippe

State of GRREAT

1, 3

VP@grreat.org
315.559.3619

GRREAT Contacts

2

President's Message

3

Letter to Deuce

4-5

Book Review: Ask Anna

6

Secretary@grreat.org
703.477.5509

Egyptian Connection

7-8

Book Review: Trixie, I am Dog

8

TREASURER
Harry Sethna

100% Preventable Tragedy

9

Golden Recipes

10

Treasurer@grreat.org

In Memorium

11

Adoptions

11

Donations

12-14

GRREAT Forms

15

Calendar of Events

16

SECRETARY
Kellie Bock

703.392.7497

INTAKE/FOSTER HOME
COORDINATOR
Mary Collings
Intake@grreat.org
540.720.8588

ADOPTION COORDINATOR
Jessie Pickard

Jaxx 13-109 and Gadget 14-056

Points of Contact


Adoptions@grreat.org
703.620.6593

TRAINING COORDINATOR

POC COORDINATOR

MICROCHIP COORDINATOR

MEDICAL COORDINATOR
Lucinda Twining

Camille Alexander
Training@grreat.org
202.590.5311

Kathi Crouse
kcrouse1950@verizon.net
410.768.7798

Jeff Twining
Microchips@grreat.org
703.754.4379

Medical@grreat.org

MERCHANDISE COORDINATOR

DATABASE ADMINISTRATOR

FOSTER HOME FINDER

Ed Nelson
Merchandise@grreat.org
540.459.7714

Judy Bendig
Membership@grreat.com
703-587-5712

Mary Collings
Intake@grreat.org
540.720.8588

TRANSPORT COORDINATOR

SILENT AUCTION

Barbara Boyd
transport@grreat.org
410.309.3192

COORDINATOR

703.754.4379

MEMBER AT LARGE
Carolyn Beyer
Transmittal@grreat.org
703.254.4843

MEMBER AT LARGE
Scott Daniels
AtLarge@grreat.org
302.383.3811

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR
Dianne Blackwell
Volunteer@grreat.org
703.216.2383

FUNDRAISING COORDINATOR

FOSTER HOME APPROVAL

**VACANT**

COORDINATOR

EDUCATION COORDINATOR

Denise Malczewski
BecomeAFosterHome@grreat.org
540.623.5460

**VACANT**

**VACANT**
GRREAT NEWS
MANAGING EDITOR
Erin Ledbetter
Newsletter@grreat.org
703.620.6593

P.O. Box 190 ⋮ Merrifield, VA 22116 ⋮ 703-620-6593 ⋮ www.GRREAT.org
!2

State of GRREAT
(Continued from Front Page)
For GRREAT it is and always has been about the dogs. We have never turned away a dog due to his/her medical issues or age.
Our overall vet costs may have gone down, but we saw a rise in cases of severe skin infections, masses/tumors that required
biopsies/removal, orthopedic and spinal issues, kidney issues, and blindness. More than 80 of the 110 dogs we brought in
required tests, treatments, surgeries and/or specialized care beyond the basic tests, vaccinations, and spay/neuter that we provide
for all incoming dogs. Medical Coordinator Lucinda Twining made sure that all dogs received the care they required.
Jessie Pickard, Adoption Coordinator, reported that 243 Adoption
Applications were received with 51% coming from Virginia, 40 % from
Maryland, and the remainder from other states. Of these, 233 were
approved. All approved applicants had home visits and reference
checks conducted by the Adoption Team. We had a total of 112
adoptable dogs including some from prior years. Of these, 109 or 95%
were adopted by the end of the year.
The Microchip Team, led by Jeff Twining, chipped 73 of the 110 dogs
taken in; 36 dogs were already chipped, and one passed away prior to
being chipped. Thus, all current 2014 dogs are chipped!
In addition to the Officer and Coordinator reports, I was reelected
President (thank you) and Harry Sethna was reelected Treasurer.
Several Constitution and By-Law changes were approved by the
members in attendance. The changes made the “rules” more flexible.
For example, the prior version specified the months when the Board of
Directors meetings would be held. The new version states that
meetings must be held at least quarterly. The approved version can be
found on our website at: http://www.grreat.org/about-us.

We provide a loving, caring home away
from home for your four-legged family member
while you need to be away. Our goal is to provide a
safe, comfortable atmosphere so you feel confident
leaving your pet and your pet feels like they’re
on their own little adventure.

As you can see, 2014 was a very successful year. What lies ahead? We
have recently received the good news that GRREAT was selected for a
pro bono project by Acumen Solutions, Inc. The project will analyze
our data needs and help us move to a more flexible, robust format. This
should make our processes more efficient. We have again submitted an
application to participate in the Combined Federal Campaign; and for
the first time, we have applied to the Maryland Charity Campaign.

faffsfurryfriends.com

We completed 2014 without any changes on the Board of Directors.
Hopefully we can carry that stability through 2015! However, we have
several other important volunteer positions to fill. The most critical is
that of Fundraising Coordinator. Any non-profit organization must
constantly be looking for new ways to raise money. Other 2015
projects include development of a strategic plan and possibly changing
the GRREAT logo and tag line. You will hear more about these efforts
as the year progresses.
So, the state of GRREAT is great! With the help of our members,
dedicated volunteers, generous donors, and participating veterinary
partners, we expect that 2015 will be an even “GRREATer” year!
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Faff’s Furry Friends looks forward to meeting you
and your furry four-legged family members!

Stephani Locket, Den Mother
Located in Alexandria, VA

Dear Deuce
By Holly Matesky

Hey big girl. It's been
five days since we said
goodbye, and I'm having a
rough time. I thought
maybe by writing you a
letter I could get some of
my feelings out and start to
heal. Let's start at the
beginning…
We brought you home in
March of 2003. We
adopted you from the same
Golden Retriever rescue,
GRREAT,
as my last
Golden Sami. You were
about a year old and so
beautiful. The night I
brought you home you
started
following
me
around and you never
stopped. So many people
remarked on how you were
MY dog because you
wouldn't leave my side. A true Velcro dog! The first year with you was a little rough. You were a wild puppy and got into
everything. You once ate an entire plate of brownies and, after calling the vet, I found out I needed to shove Pepto Bismol
down your throat. That was the beginning of a very long life of your “table surfing.” Your brother was relentless with you in
your younger years. He used to lie on top of you and pull your eyelids up. You let him. He used to pull on your tail. You let
him. And, boy did you crack him up! All you had to do was scratch yourself or scoot on your butt and it would send Gavin
into a fit of hysterics.
Your first home was in Owings Mills and shortly after we moved to Southern MD. I knew no one, and can distinctly
remember looking into your face and feeling like I was home. Your sweet eyes always put me at ease. We spent many a day
together at the park while Gavin was in preschool. You went with me almost every day to pick him up and waited anxiously
for us to get back to the car. I became depressed one summer and you were a great comfort to me. You were always there. You
would lie next to me in bed and look at me with worry in your eyes. Just petting your soft fur would make me feel better. We
had recently found out that we would not be able to have any more children after years of trying. I remember the day I
realized our family wasn’t so small after all, you were right at my feet.
A few years later we added Lacey to the family. We were worried how you would react, but you just went with the flow. As
long as you were getting fed and attention you didn't care. I loved taking you two swimming. You were great at it. I noticed
when you turned about seven you started slowing down. Around this time you tore both your ACL's and had to have surgery.
It broke my heart to see you so helpless but you recovered quickly.
Life went on, Gavin was growing up and so were you. You provided endless entertainment in the summer when you would
fish out all of the toys Gavin threw into his little pool. You LOVED playing in the snow. We always wrestled and, boy, did
you get mad. If you thought we were hurting each other you would bark and growl. You were very protective.
!4

Two years ago we moved again, this time to Bel Air. One of the reasons I loved this house is because we finally had a
fenced-in yard so you and your sister could go out as you wished. I was so worried how you would adjust but you did just
fine. As long as your family was there you were happy. You started sleeping a lot more but still had the energy to
occasionally get into the trash or some food we left out. We took long walks and went hiking and every single night I would
make sure I rubbed your tummy. I swear you smiled every time I did it. Gavin started reading books a lot more in middle
school and he used you as a soft spot to lie on while he read. Again, you never minded. He also thought it was funny to dress
you up. There were times I would come downstairs and see you with a hat on or a pair of sunglasses.
The last month was rough. I saw you could no longer handle long walks and I suspected you weren't well. The vet said all
the lumps were suspicious, but he wasn't going to aspirate every one of them. I asked if you were in pain and he said no, that
you just needed to slow down. He said you would let me know when it was time. I trusted you would indeed let me know.
I did not expect our last day with you to come so soon but I thank God you did not suffer for long.
I want you to know you were my best friend, my confidante, my child, my heart. How many people love as unconditionally
as you did? How many people are as loyal and adoring as you were? How many people can make you feel as if you are the
most incredible person to walk this earth? How many people can get yelled for going through the trash then still look at them
with adoring eyes? How many people let you cry into them and expect nothing and want nothing in return?
Thank you for being there for us all. Thank you for tolerating your brother. Thank you for loving me in spite of my faults.
Thank you for listening to all my secrets. Thank you for the wonderful memories. Thank you for being a part of our family.
I could never replace you my sweet girl but if another dog needs us down the road will you send me a sign? I'm nowhere
near ready for another but if/when that day comes let me know, okay?
I hope you know I loved you so very much. I hope you are in doggy heaven running around with Sami and Marley and all
of Eileen and Steve’s dogs up there.
I know it would upset you to see me so sad, we were so connected you could read all of my moods. And I'm trying, really
trying to smile, okay?
If the rainbow bridge is real then you wait
for me, okay? I'll meet you there one day, and I
know you will smile and run to me as quickly as
your legs can carry you. We will roll around,
and I'll scratch you behind your ears all day just
like you loved for me to do.
So no goodbye, okay? Just see you later. I
love you so much, Deuce. Thank you for all the
wonderful years you gave us. Thank you for
loving us all and bringing so much joy to our
lives.

Mama
“Dogs come into our Lives
and leave Pawprints on
our Hearts…”
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Although it is hard to carry brilliant questions and
answers throughout an entire 96-page book, Koontz does
a remarkable job, starting with his inadvertent discovery
of Anna’s talent. She was using a computer, hidden away
in the family exercise room and remained undiscovered
for quite some time until one day Koontz happened to
glance in as he passed by and saw Anna helping a Boston
Terrier from - Boston!
Dear Anna
My favorite letter is from a height-challenged Dachshund
named Shrimp who feels short and asks about leg
extensions, exercises, vitamins or yoga. Anna replies that
Shrimp is not short when height is measured from nose to
tail and dogs don’t have to worry about their looks
because they are all humungously cute!
From ‘Obsessed in Omaha’ to ‘Not Cute Enough in
Cleveland’ to ‘Confused Puppy’ to Anna’s buddy, Buddy,
these letters will entertain and even astound you with the
cleverness of this canine counselor.
Ask Anna: Advice for the Furry and Forlorn, by Dean
Koontz* and his dog Anna (Center Street/Hatchette
Book Group, 2014, $20, 96 pages)

Bonus: A rather-contrived ‘Brief (2-page) History of
Canine Advice’ and the rather strange 3-page ‘Take my
Paw in Times of Trouble (A Dog Day in Koontzland)’

Golden Advice

*Midnight; Darkest Evening of the Year; A Big Little
Life: A Memoir of a Joyful Dog; Trixie and Jinx; I,
Trixie, Who is Dog (reviewed here); . . . .

Surely you have heard of the very prolific Dean Koontz*,
seemingly inexhaustible author of numerous (130 or
more) books, many of them bestsellers, and his former
best friend (dog) and fellow bestselling author Trixie
Koontz**, who wrote three books herself.

**Life is Good: Lessons in Joyful Living; Bliss to You:
Trixie’s Guide to a Happy Life; and Christmas is Good:
Trixie’s Guide to a Happy Holiday
***The only other book I know of to donate all its
proceeds is Katenna Jones’ Fetching the Perfect Dog
Trainer (reviewed here).

Today, I’d like to introduce you to Anna Koontz, also a
Canine Companions for Independence (CCI) wonderdog
drop-out (like Trixie) and now, advice columnist for
canines with her first book, Ask Anna. And it is amazing
how Anna resembles her favorite human, Dean Koontz in
photos.

Skye Anderson has an MS (in avian cytogenetics)
and writes for various dog publications. She teaches
canine massage and first aid, as well as puppy
classes at Oriole Dog Training Club in Baltimore.
Also a CGC evaluator and active in rescues and the
Association of Professional Dog Trainers, Skye can
be reached at skyebird48@hotmail.com. Follow her
blog at www. DogEvals.BlogSpot.com

Although Anna is a Golden Retriever who wears pink
ribbons on her ears, she inherited the Dear Abby gene
and advises all breeds of dogs, even All-American dogs
(America’s favorite kind, the mixed breed or dog of
unknown origin [DUO]). Chances are that you will first
thumb through to find the letters written by dogs like
yours (or at least dog-ear those pages).
What can be better than pages and pages of dog photos?
All proceeds***will be donated to Canine Companions
for Independence, a nonprofit organization that trains
service dogs for people with disabilities.
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The Egyptian Connection: A Partnership in Pure Gold
By Polo

Polo here! Many of you know my name by now. I am the
Golden Retriever GRREAT agreed to take in from Cairo,
Egypt in December 2013 as a paralyzed, young one-yearold pup that had been abused. Two ladies saw just how
special I am and took me in so I would not be killed on the
streets of Egypt, where dogs are looked upon as a nuisance
and often tortured! Laila Hamdy Fayek contacted
GRREAT through a random search of Golden rescues on
the Internet in hopes of finding just one that might help.
Well, I have been with GRREAT for just over a year now
and am doing great. I am healthy, active, and have become
a mascot for GRREAT. I even have my own Facebook
page: facebook.com/polo.grreat.org.

What I really want to share is the news of two new additions to
GRREAT from Egypt and our Egyptian savior, Laila. Last
September GRREAT was asked if they could take in Lilly
(14-090), a 2-year-old female that had one of her legs broken
during birth and was then given away to a person who kept her
in a small cage on a hot roof top all the time. A lady heard about
her and bought her from the owner to save her from the misery
she was in. This wonderful woman knew she could not help
Lilly, heard of Polo’s story on social media in Egypt, and
contacted Laila who began the process for a second time with
GRREAT! Lilly flew into JFK airport and was picked up and
transported by GRREAT to her foster home. Lilly has been seen
by a few of our vets and a specialist. Her condition was
determined not to require surgery, just good healthy exercise. At
the time I wrote this article, Lilly was enjoying life with her foster
home in the Washington, DC area, enjoying daily walks along the
Potomac River, and playing in the dog park with all of her new
found friends! There have been many interested applicants to adopt
her, and hopefully by the time this goes to press, Lilly will be in her
forever home!! Fingers crossed…
Now it even gets better! In early February of this year, Laila reached
out to GRREAT again with another plea for assistance! Jessie
(15-008), an 8-month-old young female Golden, was in need of
GRREAT’s help. You see Jessie also found herself with orthopedic
issues in her hips, and the medical care for dogs in Egypt is less than
poor. In her case, Jessie was loved by her caregiver, but she knew
she could not provide for the pup. She had also heard of the efforts
Laila Hamdy Fayek was making with saving animals and getting
them to forever homes through rescues in many countries around the
world.
Continued on page 8
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The Egyptian Connection: A Partnership in Pure Gold
(Continued from Page 7)

Jessie arrived on February 24, 2015 at JFK, just like
Lilly and I did before her. She soon began her foster
care and health treatments. Jessie has been seen by a few
of GRREAT's vets and our very special Dr. Walker who
determined that, like Lilly, Jessie does not require
surgery and may or may not need surgery in the future.
Jessie has malformed hips and requires frequent walks,
stair climbing, swim therapy, and joint supplements.
Cold laser therapy will also be done on Jessie to see if
this will assist with any discomfort. Jessie’s foster
family bought her a comfy memory foam dog bed to
ensure she is not uncomfortable when she is sleeping,
and this seems to be keeping this super sweet young lady
comfortable.
This “Partnership in Gold” has gone so much farther
than the three of us…Lilly, Jessie, and me, Polo. Our
Egyptian savior Laila has done so much more almost single handed! In a recent letter from Laila to the GRREAT Board, Laila
stated that GRREAT gave her hope. You see, I was the first dog Laila rescued and sent to another country. I was the first rescue,
but only the first of many! Along with Lilly and Jessie, Laila has rescued and sent well over 80 abused, injured, and tortured special
needs street dogs to a new life abroad…all of this in just over a year and with little help.
Thanks to Laila, GRREAT, and all of GRREAT’s supporters for ensuring we have a new chance at life, love, and family!!
Love, Polo XOXOXO

I, Trixie, Who is Dog, Dean Koontz (Putnam/Penguin, 32
pages, 2009, $16.99, ages 5 and up)
I, Trixie, Who is Dog is another must-have book in the
Trixie ‘series’ (some were even written by Trixie the
Golden Retriever herself).
Although it is hard to make absolutely every single page
in a children’s book specially fun and funny and unique
and thought-provoking, Koontz manages to do a good job
on many pages – enough to make the book memorable.
With the unique sentence structure (or unstructure) that is
unique to Trixie and which drives this reviewer crazy at
times, Trixie is glad she is a dog and sorry that you aren’t
but there have to be people to feed and pet and scratch
dogs, and there have to be cats to entertain dogs, and
there have to be sheep so dogs can herd them, and there
have to be coyotes to sell milk shakes in cactus cafes. The
lesson here: Whatever you are is the best thing to be!
Your child will soon have this book and its rhymes
memorized!

By Skye Anderson
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The 100% Preventable Tragedy
By Jessie Pickard, Adoption Coordinator

A few months ago, GRREAT received a
call from a distraught man who, while
driving home from work, hit and killed a
Golden Retriever.
There were no
owner’s tags on the dog’s collar but there
was a rabies tag and a GRREAT tag
which led the man to us. He couldn’t
stay with the dog’s body but he gave as
much description as he could, asked us to
let the owner know how sorry he was,
and we set about the task of determining
the dog’s identity and that of his adoptive
home. In ten minutes we had the answer
and it fell to me to call the owners with
the terrible news. It was one of the most
horrible phone calls I’ve ever had to make, made even more horrible because the owner, who had also been driving home
from work, had just come upon his dog’s body by the side of the road. I was able to convey our sorrow and that the man
who had the hit dog had stayed and done what he could to find the owners.
Over the course of the next few days, the owners told us the story. They had adopted Duke* five years ago and he was
basically an inside dog. However, he loved to sit on the porch in the evenings when the family was home, and the family
did everything they could think of to accommodate him and keep him safe. They had an electric fence installed, trained
him to it, and even put up video cameras with a monitor in the kitchen so they could keep an eye out while they were
inside fixing dinner, etc. They had lived like this for years; Duke never wandered off, they lived well back in a
neighborhood away from main roads, and they felt confident that they would notice anything unusual.
Until that night. Nothing out of the ordinary had happened; no storms, no barking, nothing. They have no idea why Duke
wandered off. He wasn’t the type to go off on his own, he didn’t even particularly like to chase things, and he was getting
older and preferred being a homebody. Until that night.
Duke was killed on a road just over a mile from his house.
This was a loving family. This was a responsible family. And this was a 100% preventable tragedy.
We are sometimes asked, and sometimes criticized, about our “No Dog Outside” policy, particularly by people who have
always done it that way and never had a problem. And I sincerely hope they never do have a problem. Most of these
families truly love and care about their dogs and truly believe they have created a safe environment for them.
Unfortunately, as a Rescue, we have direct experience with what can happen to dogs left unattended, even for a moment,
and even in the best of circumstances and environments.
It broke my heart to make that call. And it broke my heart to know that it could have been prevented.
Please take an objective look at your common practices regarding your dog. If you do not have a secure physical fence,
your dog should NEVER be outside unattended, even for brief moments. Even if you do have a securely fenced yard,
accidents can and do happen. Be safe. Be watchful. Your dogs trust you to protect them, don’t let them down.
*The dog’s name was changed for this article*
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Golden
Recipes
By Holly Meckling Rich

Easter Eggs
2 Jars of Chicken and Chicken Broth Baby Food

¼-1/2 tsp of Turmeric

2 Eggs

24-30 Red Raspberries

1 Cup of Rice flour plus more

10-20 Blackberries

1 &1/2 Cups of Oat Flour plus more

Dog Treat Yogurt drops (optional)

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Combine eggs, baby food, and 1 cup of rice flour and 1 & ½ cups of
oat flour. Knead dough until well mixed. Separate in 3 dough balls. With mortar and pestle smash
raspberries with 2-3 tablespoonfuls of the rice flour. Combine with one of the dough balls and mix
well, then knead in additional oat flour until a pliable dough forms. Do the same with the
blackberries and other dough ball. For the third color combine the turmeric with the last dough
ball. Cut out egg shapes. Different scrap colors can be combined and rolled out. Bake on
parchment lined sheets for about 20-30 minutes. Let cool in oven then frost. Melt the yogurt drops
and decorate the eggs.

Liver Training Treats
1 20oz container of Chicken Livers drained

¼ tsp Garlic Powder (optional)

1 Egg

¼ Cup Oats

1 ¼ Cups of Oat Flour
Cook Chicken livers fully then puree with garlic powder. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Combine all
ingredients and knead dough until well mixed. Flour counter and roll out dough to about ¼ inch
thickness. Cut out small shapes. (I used a cupcake corer). Put on parchment lined cookie sheets and
bake for about 25-35 minutes until desired crunchiness.
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In Memorium
We are very sad to report that the world has lost two people who made a big impact on GRREAT and the lives
of many Golden Retrievers.
First we would like to remember Elizabeth Oberdorfer,
who established the Simile-Finale fund. Thanks to her
foresight, many GRREAT Goldens have benefited from
acupuncture; laser, swim, and physical therapies; allergy
testing and treatment; and other alternative procedures.
You can read more about Elizabeth, Simile, and Finale at
http://www.grreat.org/donatesupport/the-simile-finalefund/. We also want to thank her family and friends for
the donations in her memory. Elizabeth passed away on
January 4, 2015.

On January 5, 2015, we lost Cheryl Andrzejewski. Cheryl was the Volunteer Coordinator and a member of
the GRREAT Board of Directors until her illness caused her to resign. Many of you may have met her at an
Adoption Day or other GRREAT event. She is survived by her husband, Michael, and her pets. Isabella, Lily
& Beau.
Both ladies will be missed. We offer our sincerest sympathies to all of their families and friends.

ADOPTION REPORT
Name

GRREAT ID#

Age

Sex

Name

GRREAT ID#

Age

Sex

Beto

15-001

6

M

Molly

14-069

14

F

Blue

07-163

8

M

Mona

15-006

8

F

Brady

15-003

3

M

Pilgrim

14-104

1

M

Calli

14-074

7m

F

Pingu

14-106

2

M

Carver

14-083

12

M

Prescott

14-098

7

M

Cissy

13-025

13

F

Rascal

14-059

12

M

Ginger

14-110

9

F

Rosey

14-032

8

F

Jack

13-109

2

M

Sadie

14-080

10

F

Jo

14-100

1

F

Stella

14-093

12

F

Layla

14-096

9

F

Sunny

14-105

6

M

Luke

14-076

13

M

Toby

14-107

10

M

Maddie

14-095

6

F

Ziggy

14-034

6

M
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Than k Yo u fo r Yo ur D o n a t io n s
August 16, 2014 - February 17, 2015
*denotes total contribution of $100-$499
**denotes total contribution of $500-$999
***denotes total contribution of $1000 or more

Michael and Tammy Griffith
Doreen and Brad Wright*
Lee Ann & Andy Moore
Mia and Tim Brown
Jerry and Joyce Casey
Barbara Peacock
Scott Babcock
Amy Thorn
Reid Borden*
Patricia Slaski*
Diane Lanigan
Ethel and Haddon Carryer*
J. Brooks Yetter*
Courtney Matthews and Andrea Supp*
Jim Stillwell and Barbara Brincefield
Jim and Betty Van Dyke**
Jeffrey Balenson*
Chris and Jessie Hoffman
Mary Dougherty Trust
Bruce and Sue Gross*
Jack & Maryanne Reimer
Linda Swogell*
Kate and Art Chutuape*
John Abernethy
Gary and Debbie Kramer***
Everett and Darrah Opdahl***

Patricia Boyd*
Louise Hansen and Shira Modell*
Michael & Barbara Lehr**
Timothy Whitmore*
Ilya Somin*
Benjamin Jacobs*
Melinda Costa
Dorothy and Ernest Helmick*
John and Kate Werner
Renee and Mike Curreri*
Sadie & Ginger Soraci
Eric Nguyen**
Jo and Yvonne Kinkaid*
Leslie Thornton
Monica and Robert Walker
Michael D'Aiuto
Dawn and Ed Lowe*
Ray and Kathy Schmid*
Douglas and Judith Henry
Elizabeth Ketz-Robinson
Charles & Valerie Hannigan
Jeff Nedelman*
Maryanne & Jeff Ludy
Elizabeth Ross and Bennett Frankel**
Helen Skiba-Powell and Eugene Powell*
Christopher Trump*
Christine Waters
Cynthia Dominik*
Maureen Cippel*
Joy Scrimshire*

Laura Mason*
David Jewell*
James & Linda Mahoney*
Marshall Schy*
James Wilmoth*
Gregory Hilleary
Tonia Heffner and Jay Goodwin*
David Smith and Valerie Hu*
Holly Caporale**
Nancy Metze*
Daniel Volchok***
Linda Totels*
Carolina Robinson
Polly and Scott Roberts*
Rose Fabia*
Eletta Morse*
Michael and Sharon Zawilinski*
Lee and Daniel Broh-Kahn*
Cory and Stanford Rothschild*
Margaret and Tim Smith*
John and Kate Werner
Griffith Family
Judith Eyler*
Rance and Zoe Burger
Nancy and Mark Burnette**
Harvey and Lenora Pascal
Nancy Alexander
Dinah Stevens

In Memory of…
Brave Scout (12-047), aka Scoutie, Scoutaroo, Scoutaroonie.
Scout, you were a very sweet, handsome, and goofy guy who
came for a few weeks and stayed 3 years. I am so happy that we
were able to give you that time while you battled lymphoma.
Love you! – Barbara Boyd and Max**

Gracie (08-118) and in celebration of Ginger (12-123). -- Arleen
Dinneen
Jake - our non GRREAT golden. -- Martha and Thomas Palmer**
Brandy 98-206, Jordan 02-275, Shadow 05-057, Jenny (nonGRREAT dog). -- Patrick Neiler

Cassie, the sweetest Golden we were blessed to have. -- Sima
Blackmon-Hall*

Nicholas and Geebers. -- Jane Kunze

Our still beloved Sherman who has been out of our lives for more
than 4 years but not forgotten. -- Janice Ambrose*

Dan Terrell. Dan was a friend to all dogs, but especially a
GRREAT graduate named Buddy. Dan, you will be missed. -Steve and Laura Luke

Mattie who was adopted through GRREAT in Fairfax VA in
2005. She passed over the rainbow Bridge in April 2014 at the
age of 16 1/2. She enjoyed swimming after sticks in lakes and
streams and hiking in the woods. She had a gentle, loving
personality and was our perfect companion for 10 1/2 yrs. She
was loved by our friends and neighbors. We think of her every
day and she is greatly missed. -- Philip and Jeanne Agee*

Handsome Hemi - Golden Retriever, best friend and companion
for over 10 years...forever in our hearts. -- Simone Hurley
Debra R. Laudenslager. -- Arthur Laudenslager***
My Amber, gone but NEVER forgotten. -- Kim Rogers**
"KC." -- Marjorie Johnson*

Shadow. -- Robin Forster and Jennifer Utz

Joshua, Alex, Tasha, Josh, Cosmo. -- Neal and Judy McKinley*

Hillary & Camden. -- Abby Owen*

Parker Yawn who died this past summer. – Ray Harry and Sheila
Ward

Continued on page 13

!12

Donations

My current love, Tanner and in memory of his predecessor, Emily.
And......with gratitude to a GRREAT organization. – Susan Swift*

(Continued from page 13)

Casey 14-019 and in memory of our friends waiting at the
Rainbow Bridge. – Tim and Linda Daniel**

In Memory of…
My husband, William S. McQuay. -- Carla McQuay*

Our current fun-loving Murphy and in memory of all our
wonderful Goldens, sadly gone now, who greatly enriched our
lives. -- Joe and Judy Niebauer**

Cheryl Andrzejewski, past GRREAT Board Member. – Shawne
Lampert*
All our GRREAT foster and adopted dogs who have crossed the
Rainbow Bridge. -- Kathy and Wayne Hunter

Ginger 12-123. -- Arleen Dinneen

Inca Gold Flatt. -- Malia Flatt

To Help With Costs…

Elizabeth Oberdorfer. -- Belliveau Family*, Patrick Martinez,
Elizabeth and David Hayes*, Judges of the US Courts of Appeals
for the DC Circuit*, Diane Wright*, Amelie and Benjamin
Burgunder, Carderock Capital Management*

For vet care for Preston 14-098. – Rebecca and Art Hotop***

In Honor of…

We'd like this donation to go towards Chewy's surgery and the
care of Madison. -- Amanda and Dean Blankenship***

Princess and Levi. -- Dinah Stevens

For everything GRREAT does for our forever Goldens and
medical expenses. -- Beverly and Steven Kreisberg*

The wedding of Jen Goldbeck and Ingo Burghardt on Saturday,
November 22nd:
Kenneth Degrave*
• Robert Dorsey
Julie Yapp*
• Eric Hessler*
Gene
Chipman
David
Altizer*
•
• Ranjini Ramakrishnan The Mannes Family
• Natalia and David Robalino* -- We are so happy for you guys!
Kojo Nnamdi -- Congratulations.
• Jon Froehlich & Leah Findlater-- We wish the two of you
years of happy adventures, and hope there will be many
Golden Retrievers in your future!
• June Ahn -- Congratulations Jen and Ingo, we look forward to
celebrating with you!

For vet bills. --Tom and Jean Klinger*

Corporate Giving
America's Charities -- Donors: Barbara and Mark Forster,
Anonymous
Grotto Pizza -- Donation from the pizza party at Dewey’s Golden
Jubilee*
The Art Station -- Proceeds from a painting party.
Weber's Pet Supermarket -- Proceeds from Dog Wash*
Igive.com – Proceeds through August 2014.
Wooftrax - As of Nov. 10th supporters walked 43 times.
Costco Wholesale Executive Match – Anonymous donor.
Mt. Airy Mattress -- Donation on behalf of Robert Radnoff who
purchased a mattress.

Tanner, who I adopted from GRREAT in 2010. -- Rita Demma**
Our past two wonderful GRREAT Golden Retrievers, Ben I
(99-149) and Ben II (aka Bello 06-075) and a daily thank you for
the love we receive from our current GRREAT rescue Katie
(09-043). -- Christine and Kenneth White*

Cards for Cause -- For sales during the latest calendar quarter
where a customer designated your organization as recipients.

Janet and Phil Hauck for bringing us George and sharing their
friendship and Goldens with me. They are truly wonderful people.
-- Amy Goldberg,

associate Chelsea Crampton in Petco's 2014 National

Petco Foundation:
Chosen to receive funds from Petco
Foundation by Arlington Unleashed Petco Store winning
Wholed'em Championship.**
Potomac Valley Golden Retriever Club – On behalf of members
who chose to remember Goldens at a Remembrance Tree at our
2014 annual Christmas Party. The remembrances are in honor of:
• Sun Bay's Southern Belle ("Dixie") (Sharon and Jeff Ackerson)
• "Patty" (Andy and Lee Ann Moore)
• Sun Bay's Nibbling Triscuit (Alice Hathaway)
• "Molly" (Denise and Michael Perrego)
• "Cally", "Augie", "Orion" and "Halley" (Bob and Jill Kurtz)

Calli 14-074. -- Al and Carol Lepeau**
Shadymist and Marnie. -- Benjamin Jacobs*
"Buddy" a golden belonging to Jim Kist. -- Joan Eschner
Grady (f/k/a Teddy) rescued in 2006 (06-007). -- Joseph
Lenczycki*
Cindy and Michael Stevens of Leesburg Virginia. -- David
Klepinger*

Forever Friends
Memorials can be seen at:
http://grreat.org/foreverfriends/index.htm

John and Karen Merrithew. -- Meagan Klipstein
Holly 10-204. – Jonathan Radt

For Maggie Landis. GRREAT rescue of Jane and Mike Landis. -Robert and Bonnie Clark*

Daisy March. -- Penny March
Martha VanLandingham, who has contributed so much to the
welfare of so many dogs over the years! -- Linda Eggbeer*

Continued on page 14
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(Continued from page 13)

Brian Olaughlin

Sponsor Me!

For all you do to keep our beautiful Goldens healthy and happy
and Polo 13-123. -- James Krist*

For Mollie (14-023), Polo (13-123), Stevie (08-208) and Tessie
(11-120). -- Trish Collier*

We are honored to sponsor both Humble and Hunter, in honor of
Hunter and Hayden , and our current Golden 4 legged furries,
Huxley and Henry. We are so blessed to have golden retrievers in
our lives and inspired by both Hunter and Humble and their foster
parents. God bless you all. -- The Trickey's*

For Gus (14-045). -- Harry Taylor, Jr.
For James Dean 12-146. -- Everett and Darrah Opdahl*
In honor of Gus (14-045) and Polo (13-123). -- Lindsay Regali,
Young Donors’ Club

For "Special Needs Golden's" listed on GRREAT website
including those listed as "coming soon". I would like to apply
these funds to the dog/dogs that have not received support and
need it the most. -- Kathleen Skeen***

Simone Hurley
My dad, Edward McDevitt, asked for a donation on his behalf to a
dog rescue organization. I am selecting to sponsor Stevie as his
gift, as we had a golden named Bonnie who brought so much joy
to us-- and I know Stevie can bring so much joy to others too. -Rebecca Sinn*

For Gus 14-045, Thomas 13-069, Polo 13-123, Humble 12-143,
Tessie 11-120. Bronte and Dickens, Love ya, love ya, love ya Mom and Dad. -- Harry Sethna and Sarah Navia**

For Gus 14-045. -- Joanne Heininger*
For Gus 14-045. --Kate Werner

GRREAT operates three funds for dogs with special needs.
The Leo Fund provides surgical care, the Simile-Finale
Fund provides holistic and alternative therapies
(acupuncture, swim therapy, etc.), and Chief’s Fund
provides MRI diagnostics. To support these funds, make the
selection on the online donation page www.grreat.org/
donate/donorinfo.htm) or mention the fund in a letter with
your contribution by mail. Thank you!

Chief’s Fund
From your friends, 2 Goldens in Vienna. -- Eric Nguyen
In memory of Chief, the sweet gentle boy. Also in memory of
Lani boy, Dusty, Sunny, Lani girl, Buzz Lightyear, Ariel,
Thumper, Princess, Jethro, Mulligan and Taz. -- Charles and
Maria Johnson***
Tracy Bender
Simone Hurley
Brian Olaughlin

Leo’s Pals (up to $99)!
Tracy Bender
Scott Babcock
Simone Hurley
Jo and Yvonne Kinkaid
Polly and Scott Roberts
Brian Olaughlin

Simile-Finale Fund
Jessie and Dan Pickard*
Tracy Bender
Simone Hurley
Barbara Peacock
Brian Olaughlin

Dedicated to the late, GRREAT Ms. Molly Bennett, a wellloved, fifteen year old Golden. Her memory lives on with Kaye
Bennett, of San Antonio, Texas. -- Brittany Allen!

In memory of my aunt, Elizabeth Oberdorfer, who established
the Simile-Finale Fund. She was a great lover of golden
retrievers. -- Maya Weil*

Leo’s Angels ($100-499)

On behalf of my mother who started this fund. She passed away
Jan 4. Amazingly I knew nothing about the fund until we looked
for where donations could be sent on her behalf. I am glad we
found it. -- Thomas Oberdorfer*

Jessie and Dan Pickard
Amy Goldberg
Timothy Whitmore
On behalf of Cathy Borden. -- Daniel Borden Jr.

In Memorial of my mother, Elizabeth A. Oberdorfer, who started
this fund and passed away January 4. -- John Oberdorfer**

Leo’s Heroes ($500 and Over)
In honor of our 2 yr-old Golden, Angel. She is indeed a
wonderful angel for us. -- Jim and Ginny Hayes
Fergie, First Lady of Fairfax. We miss you, girl! Love ya,
Mom and Dad. -- Harry Sethna & Sarah Navia

To make a donation, go to www.grreat.org/donatesupport/
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HERE’S A DONATION
!

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

I’d like to make a donation to GRREAT for

_____________________________________

_________________________________________

Please complete this form to volunteer. Return to:

! In honor of
_____________________________________

GRREAT
Attention: Volunteer Coordinator
P.O. Box 190, Merrifield, VA 22116

! In memory of
_____________________________________

Name ___________________________________________

! To thank
_____________________________________

City, State, Zip____________________________________

All donations are tax deductible and are
gratefully acknowledged in GRREAT News.

Home Phone (______)_____________________________

Street ___________________________________________

E-mail Address ____________________________________

Cell Phone (______)_______________________________
Work Phone (______)______________________________

Checks should be made payable to GRREAT.
Please mail forms with your contribution to:
GRREAT, P.O. Box 190, Merrifield, VA 22116

OK to call at work?

!

Yes

!

No

Please indicate any area of interest.

!

MEMBERSHIP FORM

The appropriate GRREAT Coordinator will contact you
for more information.

New Member

_____ Become a foster home for GRREAT dogs

!

Renewal

Name ________________________________________
Address ______________________________________

_____ Help at Adoption Events, Education Events,
Fundraising & Micro-chipping Clinics

!

_____ Transport GRREAT dogs (to/from vet, animal
shelter, etc.)

Mark here if this is an address or name change

Phone ( ____)________________________________
E-mail Address______________________________

_____ Perform home visits for potential adopters prior to
adoption
_____ Additional Information or Comments:

Mark as many as applicable:

_________________________________________________

!

I am enclosing $40 for my 2015 membership dues.

!

I am enclosing a tax-deductible donation of $______.

!

_________________________________________________

I am interested in becoming a GRREAT Volunteer.

_________________________________________________

(Please fill out and return Volunteer form as well).

!

_________________________________________________

II am enclosing $10 (each) for a 2015 Golden
Membership(s). Please write name of dog(s).
_________________________________________________

!

This form can be filled out online at
http://www.grreat.org/how-to-help/volunteer-form/

I am interested in donating the following services or
supplies to GRREAT:
_________________________________________________

To make a donation, go to www.grreat.org/donatesupport/.
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GOLDEN RETRIEVER RESCUE, EDUCATION AND TRAINING
P.O. Box 190
Merrifield, VA 22116

Kuddlez 14-103

Luke 14-054

Gadget 14-056

Sonny 14-033

GRRE AT Ca lenda r of Events
There is a rescue for Golden Retrievers? This is a commonly asked question at the
numerous events in which GRREAT participates. When people discover that GRREAT
takes in about 250 dogs every year, you can see the shock and amazement on their
faces and you can hear it in their voices. People know that Golden Retrievers are such
good dogs, so they can’t help but wonder “Why would anyone give up a Golden?” It is
because of comments such as these that GRREAT attends events to help educate the
public on the need for rescue and the Golden Retriever breed. GRREAT is always
looking for and in need of committed volunteers who wish to give some of their time
to attend events. For a list of upcoming events go to http://www.grreat.org/events/. For
more information on any event, please e-mail events@grreat. org and if you wish to
volunteer at any event, please e-mail volunteer@grreat.org.

Maddie 14-095

April
Maryland Dogfest

April 11 @ 10:00 am - April 12 @4:00 pm

SPRING EVENTS
April
Adoption Day

April 11 @ 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm

May
Adoption Day

May 2 @ 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm

Charles County Fairgrounds

PETCO

Bark!

8440 Fairgrounds Road
La Plata, MD 20646

9230 Old Keene Mill Road
Burke, VA 22015

235 Kentlands Blvd.
Gaithersburg, MD 20878

Please be sure to submit your adoption application at least four weeks prior to the Adoption Day.
We cannot approve applications on the spot.
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