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elcome to the updated look of 
the GRREAT  News!  While 
we will continue to include 

regular features such as Adoptions, 
Donations, and Event news/pictures, 
we will be adding some new features 
over the coming editions.  We invite 
your ideas and comments, as well as 
possible articles and pictures.

Unfortunately for us, but  happily for 
her, Sylvia Mogerman has resigned as 
the GRREAT  News Editor because she 
will soon become a grandmother.  I 
want to thank Sylvia for her patience 
and hard work over the past 18 months.

Our Foster Home Newsletter Editor, 
Erin Ledbetter (newsletter@grreat.org), 
has graciously agreed to take on the 

role of GRREAT News Managing 
Editor.  Erin is familiar to many of you, 
I’m sure.  She has previously served 
GRREAT in many other capacities 
including Foster Home Coordinator, 
Medical Coordinator, foster home, and 
Point of Contact  (POC).  Welcome, 
Erin!

In addition, we have a new Fundraising 
Coordinator, Dawn Edgerton-Cameron.  
Although Dawn is fairly new to our 
area and GRREAT, she has owned 
Goldens and loves the breed.  She has 
an MBA in Marketing, and has worked 
as a brand and marketing manager.  
Dawn is assisted by our Grant  Co-
Coordinators, Erica Rosemond and 
Mia Brown.  Both have experience in 
writing and/or reviewing grants.

A Letter from the President: 

Also new to their volunteer 
positions this year are Ed 
N e l s o n ( M e r c h a n d i s e 
Coordinator), Dianne Blackwell 
( Vo l u n t e e r C o o r d i n a t o r ) , 
Chelsea Chu (Silent Auction 
C o o r d i n a t o r ) , C a m i l l e 
A l e x a n d e r ( T r a i n i n g 
Coordinator), Melody and Jerry 
Phil l ips (MD Educational 
Events Team Leads), and Kelly 
E d m o n d s ( VA , D C , WA 
Applicat ion Coordinator) .  
O t h e r s r e c e n t l y j o i n i n g 
GRREAT  Teams are Ken 
Collings (Microchip), Mary 
Spalding and Paula Sroka 
(Intake Assistants), and Tara 
Siler (POC).

Want to join the many folks who 
enable GRREAT to continue to 
rescue our sweet Goldens?  We 
always need foster homes and 
temporary fosters who will look 
after dogs when the foster home 
is away.  The specialized 
positions described below are 
also open.

EDUCATION COORDINATOR: The 
G R R E A T E d u c a t i o n 
Coordinator is responsible for 
seeking opportunities to educate 
the public and volunteers about 
GRREAT, Golden Retrievers, 
rescue, and related topics. This 
includes researching pertinent 
educational information from 
books, web sites, and other 
m e d i a t o s h a r e v i a t h e 
GRREAT News, the foster 
h o m e n e w s l e t t e r , a n d 
GRREAT's Facebook page; 
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TRAINING COORDINATOR 
Camille Alexander
Training@grreat.org 
202.590.5311

MERCHANDISE 
COORDINATOR 
Ed Nelson 
Merchandise@grreat.org
540.459.7714 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 
Dianne Blackwell 
Volunteer@grreat.org
703.216.2383 

POC COORDINATOR 
Ann Nelson 
POC@grreat.org
540.459.7714 

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR 
Kevin Lewis 
Membership@grreat.org
917.664.0625 

FOSTER HOME APPROVAL 
COORDINATOR 
Denise Malczewski
BecomeAFosterHome@grreat.org 
540.623.5460 

TRANSPORT COORDINATOR 
Bob Patenaude 
Transport@grreat.org
301.514.6739 

FUNDRAISING COORDINATOR 
Dawn Edgerton-Cameron
Fundraising@grreat.org 
201.400.4453 

EDUCATION COORDINATOR 
VACANT 

MICROCHIP COORDINATOR 
Jeff Twining 
Microchips@grreat.org
703.754.4379 

SILENT AUCTION 
COORDINATOR
Chelsea Chu
SilentAuction@grreat.org
703.620.6593

GRREAT NEWS MANAGING 
EDITOR
Erin Ledbetter
Newsletter@grreat.org 
703.620.6593

GRREAT Points of Contact


GRREAT, Inc. is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) all-volunteer organization 
dedicated to the rescue, foster care, and placement of Golden 

Retrievers in Maryland, Virginia, the District of Columbia, 
Delaware, and parts of Pennsylvania and West Virginia. 

PRESIDENT  
Barbara Bertsch Boyd 
President@grreat.org 
410.309.3192 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Jennifer Phillippe 
VP@grreat.org
315.559.3619 

SECRETARY 
Shawne Lampert 
Secretary@grreat.org
703.620.6593

TREASURER 
Harry Sethna 
Treasurer@grreat.org
703.392.7497 
INTAKE/FOSTER HOME 
COORDINATOR 
Mary Collings 
Intake@grreat.org
540.720.8588 

ADOPTION COORDINATOR 
Jessie Pickard 
Adoptions@grreat.org
703.620.6593 
MEDICAL COORDINATOR 
Lucinda Twining 
Medical@grreat.org
703.754.4379 

EVENTS COORDINATOR 
Carolyn Beyer 
Events@grreat.org
703.254.4843 
MEMBER AT LARGE 
Scott Daniels 
AtLarge@grreat.org
302.383.3811

GRREAT 
Board of Directors

Golden Retriever Rescue, 
Education and Training, Inc.
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A Letter from the President:

identifying opportunities to educate 
the public at places such as pet  shops 
and community events; and finding 
speakers or seminars to better inform 
our foster families, other volunteers, 
and members. As a recent example, 
GRREAT was featured at the 
Orioles’ Community Booth on June 
24 and July 30.  We distributed 
brochures, answered questions, and 
ran a 50/50 raffle.  Wiley Coelho 
brought smiles to one and all, 
including the “Bird.”  
GRREAT is invited to many such 
events every year. We set  up a table, 
have a few people there, bring a 
couple of adorable Goldens with us, 
and talk to people about what  we do. 
It  is not  hard work, it's fun, and you 
meet interesting people. People who 
stop by our table are often surprised 
to learn that  a Golden rescue exists or 
that so many Goldens are given away 
by their owners. In the days after an 
event, we see more visits to the 
GRREAT web site and a rise in 
applications to foster. Sometimes we 
are allowed to sell merchandise and/
or collect donations at these events. 

VA EDUCATIONAL EVENTS TEAM 
LEAD: We need someone to work in 
coordination with the Education and 
GRREAT  Events Coordinators to 
expand our educational outreach in 
Virginia. This person will serve as a 
c o n t a c t a n d c o o r d i n a t o r f o r 
community events in the area.  
Working with a team of other 
volunteers, they will attend events to 
set  up our display, oversee the 
volunteers who staff the event, and 
maintain inventory. The Team Lead 
wil l a lso need to coordinate 
transporting items to the event as 
well as taking down the booth at  the 
conclusion of the event. 

An Educational Events Team Lead 
must  be responsible, dependable, 
punctual, and, most importantly, 
professional -- our organization and 
volunteers rely on you. Educational 
Event  Team members serve as 
GRREAT advocates to the public, 
and must be able to professionally 
represent our organization and to 
present  our mission. Educational 
functions are loads of fun -- 
wonderful opportunities to meet 
other GRREAT volunteers, interact 
with other dog lovers, expand our 
membership, and collect  money to 
support our rescued Goldens (if 
allowed).

PUBLICITY COORDINATOR:  This is 
a new position for GRREAT. 
Working in collaboration with the 
appropriate coordinators, the person 
i n t h i s p o s i t i o n w i l l s e e k 
opportunities to publicize GRREAT

and its activities in all forms of 
media including TV, newspapers, 
radio, and social web sites.  This 
includes providing written news 
articles, finding participants for 
i n t e r v i e w s , d e v e l o p i n g n e w 
advertising materials for GRREAT, 
and other activities that increase 
public awareness of our activities.  

Requirements include strong writing 
skills and an interest in learning more 
about  how GRREAT functions.  
Familiarity with media outlets is a 
plus.

If you are interested in any of these 
volunteer opportunities, please 
contact  me at president@grreat.org.  
We would love to have you join us in 
leading GRREAT!

On June 24 and July 30, GRREAT was featured at the Community Booth at Orioles games.  Wiley 
Coelho (11-199) was a big hit with many fans, and they were a big hit with him...especially if they 
had food!  The GRREAT logo and name were flashed on the scoreboard several times, giving us 
some terrific visibility.  In addition to making fans aware of our services, we raised over $300 in 
50-50 raffles.  So far our win/loss record is .500.  We hope to be at more games next season.
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2013 GRREAT 3K Walk
Grab your sneakers and the dog 
and head over to Weber’s Pet 
Supermarket cause the talk 
a r o u n d t h e d o g p a r k i s 
GRREAT’s 3K Walk is the place 
to be, 11021 Lee Highway, 
Fairfax (Rear Parking Lot) on 
October 27, 2012. The walk 
starts promptly at 10am but 
please come early to register. 
Registration begins at 9:30am.

Each participant will receive a 
3 K w a l k e v e n t s h i r t . 
Refreshments and dog treats 
will be provided during the 
event. Door prizes will be given    
away at the conclusion of the 
event.

REGISTER NOW! 
$20 per human walker on or 
before Oct. 12th and $25 Oct. 
13th and after. Go to: http://
grreat.org/3kwalk.htm

VIRTUAL WALKER: For those 
who are unable to attend, don’t 
fret as you can still participate in 
spirit by becoming a virtual 
walker. An event shirt will be 
mailed to you so you can still 
show off your GRREAT support 
around town.

**For those that do not wish to 
pay via PayPal you can print out 
the registration form and mail to 
the GRREAT P.O. Box. Walkers 
can also register the day of at 
the event.

Register early to ensure you 
receive an event shirt in the size 
you prefer; quantities will be 
limited.

We are looking for donated 
items for the door prizes. For 
more information please contact 
events@grreat.org. If you wish to 
volunteer at the event please 
email volunteer@grreat.org 
(Don’t fret - you can sti l l 
volunteer and  walk - the only 
exception is if you volunteer for 
the snack station position).

Registration Fee:  $20 (before Oct. 12th) or $25 (Oct. 13 and after)
Return Registration and payment to:

GRREAT
P.O. Box 190

Merrifield, VA 22116

NAME____________________________________________

PHONE___________________________________________

EMAIL____________________________________________

T-shirt size (Please circle one; Adult sizes only):  
Small   Medium  Large   X-Large    2X-Large

Waiver:  Registrants and their accompanying family members, friends, and 
pets participating in the GRREAT Beginnings Lead to Happy Endings 3K Walk 
to be held in Fairfax, Virginia on Saturday, October 26, 2013 hereby assume 
full responsibility for the risk of bodily injury, death, or property damage, and 
hereby release, waive, discharge covenant assignees, officers, employees, 
and agents for any and all loss or damage on account of injury to person or 
property, whether caused by negligence, breach of contract otherwise arising 
out of or resulting from any act of omission, while traveling to or participating 
in the 2013 GRREAT Beginnings Lead to Happy Endings 3K Walk.

Signature

______________________________________________________

All proceeds benefit Golden Retriever Rescue, Education & Training 
(GRREAT), a nonprofit volunteer organization dedicated to the 
rescue, foster care and placement of Golden Retrievers in the 
Washington, D.C. area. Please make checks payable to GRREAT. 
For more information about the walk or GRREAT’s work, visit 
www.grreat.org or call 703-620- 6593. 

REGISTRATION FORM
GRREAT Beginnings Lead to Happy Endings

3K Walk
Saturday, October 26, 2013

Weber’s Pet Supermarket – Rear Parking Lot

✁
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Please Become a Sponsor: 2013 GRREAT 3K Walk
Planning has started for this  year’s 
3K Walk to be held October 26, 
2013. The 3K Walk is a major 
fundraiser for GRREAT, the proceeds 
of which are used to offset our 
continually rising veterinary costs. 
GRREAT prides itself in never turning 
away a dog due to a medical 
condition;  however, more and more 
dogs are coming into the Rescue 
with multiple and sometimes dire 
medical issues. During 2012, health 
care costs for our Goldens  totaled 
$304K, which was 74% of all our 
expenses and 120% of our income. 

Meet Sadie, a very special girl taken 
in by the Rescue in April. Sadie 
wandered into a neighbor’s  yard 
where she was mauled by the 
resident dogs, resulting in extensive 
damage to her face and jaw. Her 
family was unable to afford the care 
Sadie desperately needed and 
turned her over to GRREAT, knowing 
that was the only way to save her 
life. Sadie’s tongue and mouth were 
so badly infected, she suffered 
through several days of debridement 
(surgical removal of dead and 
infected tissue) before undergoing 
two surgeries  to remove parts of her 
jaw, tongue and several teeth. Sadie 
endured yet another surgery to repair 
a congenital condition in her eyelids. 
In true Golden fashion, Sadie 
wagged her tail throughout these 
episodes  despite her obvious pain. 
Sadie has since recuperated and 
been adopted by her “Forever” 
home, able to eat and drink on her 
own. 

While Sadie’s story is  a bit unique to 
the rescue, she is  just one of many 
of our rescued Goldens requiring 

high cost medical treatment that 
may be too expensive for their 
owners. The only reason GRREAT is 
able to help these dogs  is  because 
of your generous support without 
which medical treatment would not 
be possible.  Please consider 
becoming a 3K Walk sponsor so we 
can continue to help our sweet 
Golden Retrievers. 

In addition, you will be listed as  one 
of our sponsors in both our flier and 
newsletter, on our website, and in all 
other publicity about this  event, 
including press  releases  in local 
newspapers. If you wish to become 
a sponsor, please email me at 
events@grreat.org no later than 
September 14, 2013. 

Sponsor donations  can be mailed to 
P.O. Box 190, Merrifield VA 22116 
with a notation “GRREAT 3K Walk.”   
Also, if you have any questions email 

me at: events@grreat.org. Please 
sponsor GRREAT’s 3K Walk – we 
need your help to provide Goldens, 
such as Sadie, the “happy ending” 
they so deserve. 

Sponsorship options include:
RESCUE HERO ($750 or more):  
Your company logo and name – or 
your name or dog’s name – will be 
listed prominently on the event T-
shirt to be given to all walkers.  You 
are also invited to have a table at our 
event to raise awareness  of your 
product and /or services. Plus, you 
w i l l h a v e a q u a r t e r - p a g e 
advertisement in our newsletter for 
the next three newsletters after the 
Walk. 

RESCUE ANGEL ($500):  

Your company logo and name – or 
your name or dog’s name - will be 
listed prominently on the event T-
shirt to be given to all walkers.  Also, 
you are invited to have a table at our 
event to raise awareness  of your 
product and/or services. 

RESCUE PARTNER ($300):  

Your company name and logo - or 
your name or dog’s name - will be 
listed on the event T-Shirt.

FRIEND OF RESCUE ($100):  

Your company name - or your name 
or dog’s name - will be listed on the 
event T-Shirt.  

Save the Date
December 8, 2013

11am-2:30pm
GRREAT

Howliday Party

A silent auction will be held throughout the party to benefit GRREAT!  
We are looking for any items such as toys and/or general dog products 
as well as gift baskets, gift certificates or cards, and hand-crafted 
items from talented artists. No item is too small so please keep an eye 
out as you shop this fall season.   More D’Tails on the event to come.

Frederick County Fairgrounds, 797 E. Patrick St., Frederick, MD
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Merely glancing at the organization 
of Dogs  InSight is worth the price! 
The three sections cover Behavior 
(normal everyday dog behavior, 
ethology), Training (skills), and 
Behavior Problems  - each with an 
introductory page or two and a 
few suggested books. At the end 
of the Behavior section is  a 
chapter on ‘Dog Behaviour 
Professionals: It is  Critical for 
Consumers to be Informed’ (yes, 
Canadian spelling was kept intact 
throughout the book, including the 
word, deke!) where Reid discusses 
certifications and differentiates 
among trainers, veterinarians, 
veterinary behaviourists, and 
applied animal behaviourists. The 
reader will definitely notice the 
bias  towards professionals  with 
formal postgraduate degrees (Reid 
has a PhD herself). 

InSight is a Dogwise book. Just 
that fact alone tells  you that it is 
worth the price, well-organized, for 
trainers primarily, and a paperback 
(with only a half dozen typos). 
Unfortunately, the fact that this is 
collection of previously-penned 
columns is  apparent neither in the 
publisher’s description nor on the 
cover.

Col lect ions  of columns  are 
wonderfully easy to read and 
usually quite entertaining as well 
as informative. InSight is no 
exception. Chapters  can be read 
in any order and appeal to the 
average dog owner as  well as the 
b r e e d e r, d o g c o m p e t i t i o n 
enthusiast, dog trainer and 

especially beginning dog training 
and behavior professionals. In 
addition, Reid has added a 2011 
update to a few columns  (though 
no t as many as I t hough t 
necessary – perhaps  due to time 
running out?), though the original 
year of publication is not noted for 
the columns. 

I f y o u l i k e d D r . P a t r i c i a 
McConnell’s Tales  of Two Species, 
you will like Dr. Pam Reid’s Dog 
InSight! Both books are collections 
of canine columns from lay 
periodicals: McConnell’s  behavior 
columns appeared in The BARk, 
wh i l e Pam Re id ’s  co lumns 
appeared in the Dogs in Canada 
magazine (no longer available). 
Both books are uplifting and will 
bring a smile to your reading and 
warm memories  to your heart. 
McConnell’s love for dogs shines 
through her essays while Reid 
successfully conveys  information 
i n a s u p p o r t i v e m a n n e r 
(sometimes humorously so) to 
breeders, dog sports enthusiasts  - 
dog lovers of all ilks. 

Reid has  tackled every canine 
issue I can think of and done it 
masterfully - dominance, learning 
theory, play, packs, calming 
signals, temperament, separation 
anxiety, shyness, thunderphobia - 
all with aplomb, sensitivity and 
humor. ‘Hush, Puppy! Controlling 
Canine Noise Pollution’ is a very 
thorough column/chapter but also 
states that the methods presented 
will not solve every noise issue. 
My favorite chapter is ‘Saying 
“No”: How To Tell Your Dog He’s 
Done Something Wrong.’ Reid has 
had some unusual breeds with 
interesting issues – knowing that 
t e l l s h e r c l i e n t s  t h a t s h e 
understands, is  experienced and 
can help. This  book is  the next 
best thing to a private consult!

Reid’s 43 essays inform us about 
the behavior of dogs. The title, 
Dogs  InSight, intrigued me and 

intrigues me still (similar to Excel-
erated Learning with the hyphen). 
What does  she mean by ‘InSight’? 
Does it mean insight (information) 
about dogs or is the book about 
dogs that are in (our) sight, the 
dogs we live with, who live onsite, 
in sight of us? And the fascinating 
title photo requires more than a 
quick look, as well!

I do, however, prefer books that 
cite references, particularly studies 
mentioned, and I feel this is 
perhaps where InSight falls down: 
yes , the re i s one page o f 
Recommended Reading but the 
books  listed include some from 
way back in the 60’s  and do not 
cite any peer-reviewed papers 
(many readers  are self-learner 
‘education hounds’), even the 
studies referred to in the text.

Reid’s clarity of writing has vastly 
improved since Excel-erated 
Learning (1996) perhaps because 
the readership for InSight is wider. 
Each essay begins with an 
attention-grabber (sometimes  a 
scenario) and ends  full-circle. I 
dog-eared many pages and used 
my highlighter liberally. Now, if I 
can only remember to grab this 
little book when I have a specific 
question that it answers! 

Skye Anderson has a master of science 
degree (in avian cytogenetics) and writes for 
Yankee Dog News and other publications. 
She teaches canine massage and first aid, 
and has presented workshops at Goldstock, 
the Golden Retriever rescue camp, for 10 
years (she is a Lab and Golden Retriever 
person). She can be reached at 
skyebird48@hotmail.com.

A Little Book with Lots of Answers by Skye Anderson
Dog InSight,          
Pamela Reid, PhD, CAAB           
Dogwise Publishing 2012   
216 pages, $12.95

Rating: 4 Bones
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Happily Ever After... 

Dexter (09-031): Much loved by Erin and Eric Lassen

exter (09-031) has  been a 
delight since we took him in 
as our very first foster dog, 

and adopted him four years ago.  I 
freely and proudly admit that my 
husband, Eric, and I are “Failed 
Fosters”.

Although we didn’t have a very 
auspicious beginning – he was 
really scared when he came to us 
as a foster dog; we later discovered 
he had been abused by a member 
of his give-up family – we didn’t 
give up on him.  GRREAT was there 
to help us with behavior training 
and with wonderful volunteers 
giving us  helpful advice and 
encouragement along the way.    
He was always very sweet with our 
then 15 year old Cocker Spaniel, 
Chamois, who has since passed. 
As Dexter slowly began to trust us 
more, he began to let his guard 
down and became the funny goof-

D

Adoption Report
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Name GRREAT ID Age Sex
Carson 13-058 1 M

Lucy 13-012 10mo F

Fitz 13-047 5 M

Bailey 13-042 3 F

Scooter 13-005 10 M

Sadie 13-035 9 F

Lex 12-128 5 M

Tucker 13-044 2 M

Baby 13-015 5 F

Lucy 13-043 1 F Lucy (13-023) and Goldie (13-024)

ball we love. He won our hearts  and 
after a few months we decided that 
he had already found his forever 
family.

Dexter has been Eric’s constant 
companion while he has been home 
recovering from surgery for the last 
seven months.  This picture is just 

one of many that Eric has  taken 
while Dexter has been keeping him 
company (i.e. completely taking over 
the bed). 

We can’t imagine our family without 
our buddy, Dexter, and have 
GRREAT to thank for bringing us 
together.



Making Their Golden Years Golden
Caring for Senior Dogs by Mary Collings, Intake & Foster Home Coordinator

nyone who has  been lucky 
enough to have a senior 
Golden in their life has 

witnessed some of the changes that 
come with aging.  Unfortunately, we 
can’t turn back the clock, but there 
are things that we can do to help our 
Goldens live a more comfortable and 
healthy life.  My husband and I live 
with 3 dogs, all of them seniors 
(ages 10,11, and 13) and there are 
some things we’ve learned along the 
way, to keep our dogs healthy and 
active.  

 Weight Management

Keeping a dog’s  weight down is 
really important.  Carrying around 
extra pounds causes  undue stress 
on even a young dog’s hips and 
joints.  Arthritis is very common in 
older Goldens and those aching 
joints  hurt even more if a dog is 
carrying extra weight.  If your dog 
needs to lose a few pounds, you can 
reduce the amount of kibble you’re 
feeding and supplement it with 
vegetables, blueberries, or pieces of 
apple.  Your dog will not feel hungry 
and will not suffer the effects of extra 
calories.  Feeding a good quality 
food is also important!  We have a 
saying in GRREAT that “if you can 
buy it at a grocery store, don’t!”

   Joint Care & Supplements
Getting your Golden on a joint 
supplement is  also very important.  
T h e r e a r e n u m e r o u s  j o i n t 
supplements  out there and I’ve tried 
several of them for my dogs.  The 
one I bought from my vet, Dasuquin, 
has noticeably improved my dogs’ 
mobility.  There is a 4-6 week 

“loading dose” for the Dasuquin and 
at week 5, my 13 year old Golden 
suddenly had a spring in his  step, he 
was  getting up/down the stairs 
easily, and he seemed like a much 
younger dog than his 13 years.  
Dasuquin is  more expensive than 
many of the joint supplements 
available, but the results we’ve seen 
make it worth every penny!

You can talk to your vet about 
getting your Golden on a fish oil 
supplement.  We all know that fish oil 
is good for your dog’s  heart, skin, 
and coat, but there is evidence that 
fish oil is also helpful with sore joints.  

Another step we’ve taken to help our 
dogs is  getting them Adequan 
injections (www.adequancanine.us/).  
Unfortunately, there is a shortage of 
this  from the manufacturer right now, 
and your vet may or may not have a 
supply of this  on hand.  We have 
seen a very significant improvement 
in our dogs’ mobility, particularly 
with getting up/down stairs.  The 
protocol for administering the 
injections seems  to vary from vet to 
vet, but this  is  another measure you 
can take to alleviate any discomfort 
your senior might be experiencing.  
It’s  not a pain medication or a  “cover 
up”, but it actually helps to restore 
the joint and slow the progression of 
arthritis.

   Medications
There are medications you can buy 
through your vet, such as pain 
medications or non-steroidal anti-
inflammatories (NSAIDs).  The 
benefit of an NSAID is  that not only 
does it provide pain relief, but it also 
provides relief from the inflammation 

of a dog’s  sore joints.  There are 
risks  with NSAIDs, though, so you 
should talk to your vet and get as 
much info as  possible, before 
making the decision to start your 
dog on an NSAID.  If you do decide 
to put your dog on an NSAID, it’s 
important to do follow-up blood-
work, as NSAIDs  have been reported 
to cause liver damage.  My personal 
recommendation would be to talk to 
your vet about getting your dog on a 
liver supplement, such as  Denamarin 
or Milk Thistle, if you choose to go 
the NSAID route.

   Exercise
Getting enough exercise keeps 
those older joints lubricated and 
helps ease the pain of arthritis.  A 
daily walk or two not only is great for 
your senior dog physically, but also 
helps keep dogs mentally stimulated 
– all of those sights, smells, and 
sounds that are outside of a dog’s 
home and yard are very interesting 
to dogs!  Even a short walk down the 
street or around the block once a 
day, can be very beneficial.

Having a senior can be challenging 
at times, trying to do everything 
possible to keep them comfortable, 
healthy, and happy.  There are also 
moments where it’s sad, knowing 
that as much as  we want them to, 
and as hard as we try, they will not 
live forever.  However, there are 
many things  available to our senior 
Golden friends  that will help them 
live a more comfortable, happy and 
hopefully, longer life.

A
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Thank You for  Your Donat ions
May 2, 2013 through July 19, 2013

*denotes total contribution of $100-$499
**denotes total contribution of $500-$999
***denotes total contribution of $1000 or more

Sheryle and Jeanne Robinson
Derek and Holly Sontz*
Jean and Robert Barton
Caryn Harrison*
Walter and Mary Coryell
Elizabeth Crane
Mildred Fink

In Memory of…
Our cousin, John Scott Ward III who passed away 
suddenly on Thursday, May 9, 2013. --  With love, Any 
Rickrode, Betsy Ernst, Dan and David Brillhart and 
families

Killian, a Ruby Cavalier with a heart of gold! You will be 
missed by all who knew you. -- Cathy and Rick Loyd

Our Golden Libby for 13 years and in honor of the 
marriage of Nanci Gelb and Stu Snyder. -- John & 
Sharon Dysland

Scotty Ward III of Herndon VA. -- Charlie Meader*

Our precious, Sassy, who passed away at the age of 14 
1/2 on May 30, 2013.  We miss her so much. -- Jim and 
Ginny Hayes**

Alan Glaser, who loved Goldens! -- Sylvia Glaser*

John Scott (Scotty) Ward III. -- Michael and Myrna 
Cummins

Bailey 04-092 - Watching this brave boy through the 
years, it was  clear that he may have had significant 
difficulty walking from here to there, but he was sure-
footed when he made his way into Jessie's  and Dan's 
hearts! He was a very sweet boy and will be dearly 
missed. -- Jeff and Lucinda Twining*

Grady Etze, sweet boy of Kris  and Tony Etze. -- Fabre 
Sanders

Bailey 04-092, Dan & Jessie's Pickard's  beloved and 
totally sweet boy!  We had the pleasure of knowing him 
since his intake in 2004.  His  life with Jessie and Dan 
was a marvelous example of the beauty and happiness 
that rescue can bring.  Our hearts  go out to them. -- 
Phil and Janet Hauck*

Jessie and Dan Pickard's  beloved dog Bailey.  We 
never get used to losing one of our dogs, no matter 
how many we have lost before nor how many we have 
left.  Each one is a priceless treasure. -- Trish Collier

Emma Kramer, a sweet, gentle soul rescued and loved 
by Gary and Debbie Kramer. -- Stephen and Kristina 
Hays*

In Honor of…

A wonderful GRREAT volunteer, Brenda in Ellicott City, 
found my foster dog who had escaped and was 
wandering.  Brenda caught him and contacted me.  
Such a relief.  This donation is in honor of and thanks to 
Brenda. -- Robert Klein

Pilot Mitchell and his owner Josh Mitchell. -- Susan 
Tracy*

Micki Mouse. -- Diane Lanigan

To Help With Sadie’s Medical Expenses…

Martha and Thomas Palmer**

I wish her the best. -- Ruth Meier*

We were so touched by Sadie's remarkable spirit and 
recovery that we must do what little we can. -- Linda 
and Robert Young

I am moved by Sadie's story and any other dog that 
experiences terrible trauma.  I'm sure GRREAT will use 
this donation wisely. -- Susan Jordan and Rick Fiegel**

We were moved by her story and amazed by her spirit. 
-- Olivia and Tom McDonough***

Leslie and Jackie Sachlis*

Mary and Douglas John*

(Leo Fund). --Ray and Kathy Schmid*

A few years back, we fostered Annie.  She came to us 
with lyme, heartworm and a gunshot wound to her jaw.  
Like Sadie, Annie was a class act throughout it all.  
And, oh, she had to be spayed as well.   Annie's 
months with us ended with her forever home placement 
in a loving Alexandria, VA home with the Whites.  We 
are hopeful that Sadie will have many more comfortable 
days ahead of her in as loving a forever home.  This 
donation is in honor of all the valiant Goldens for whom 
GRREAT has provided a safe haven, care and love. 
And, as always a special shout out to those I know best 
at GRREAT, who continue to give so generously of their 
time and treasure:  Mary, Lucinda, Jessie, Denise, 
Carolyn and Shirley. -- Diana and Doug Hellinger***

Suzette Stitely
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  Donations 
     (Continued from page 9)

Sadie’s Medical Expenses cont’d 
She is a very brave dog and it 
makes us very happy that she is 
doing well. -- Rick and Peggy 
Fowler

One brave lady. -- Susanne Lazanov

For Other Reasons…
For Tucker 13-044 medical 
expenses. -- Frederic and Joyce 
Kane*

For Maddie 13-051. -- Judy and 
Alan Werner**

For Madison's surgery & Donation. 
-- Amanda and Dean Blankenship***

Corporate Giving
TE Connectivity. – Anonymous 
donor

Fannie Mae SERVE Matching Gift 
Donation. – Anonymous donor**

Quintiles, INC. -- Anonymous donor

My Tribute Gift Foundation.  -- 
Anonymous donor

Pet Valu. -- Proceeds from paper 
paw prints donations during Pet 
Appreciation Weekend at the 
Abingdon, PA Store*

Bowl America Charity Fund. -- Bowl 
America allows its customers to 
request that they distribute an 
amount of our receipts equal to 
what they spend with us on 
Christmas Eve to a charity that they 
select.  

Forever Friends
Memorials can be seen at:
http://grreat.org/foreverfriends/
index.htm

Sponsor Me!
For Stevie (08-208) and Trooper 
(09-209). -- Trish Collier

For Beeker (09-026). -- Balaji 
Subramanian

GRREAT operates three funds for dogs with special needs. The Leo 
Fund  provides surgical care, the Simile-Finale Fund  provides holistic 
and alternative therapies (acupuncture, swim therapy, etc.), and Chief’s 
Fund provides MRI diagnostics. 

To support these funds, make the selection on the online donation page 
www.grreat.org/donate/donorinfo.htm) or mention the fund in a letter 
with your contribution by mail. Thank you!
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Leo’s Corner

Leo’s Pals (up to $99)

Leo’s Angels ($100-499)
For Chassidy and Polar Bear.  
--Joe O'Neill and Walt Atha 

Leo’s Heroes ($500+)

Chief’s Fund

Simile-Finale Fund

COMING SOON! 
New Online GRREAT Store

Keep your eyes open for the new, modern online GRREAT Store, 
featuring old favorites along with NEW hats & t-shirts with the 
embroidered GRREAT logo.  
The GRREAT store still has sweatshirts at a great price in a 
variety of sizes and colors to help keep the chill off. Remember 
that autumn is just around the corner!
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   HERE’S A DONATION 
q I’d like to make a donation to GRREAT for 
 _____________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________ 

q In honor of 
 _____________________________________

q In memory of 
 _____________________________________

q To thank 
 _____________________________________

 All donations are tax deductible and are 
 gratefully acknowledged in GRREAT News.

Checks should be made payable to GRREAT. 
Please mail forms with your contribution to: 
GRREAT, P.O. Box 190, Merrifield, VA 22116 

   MEMBERSHIP FORM 
q New Member           q Renewal 

Name ________________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________      

q Mark here if this is an address or name change 

Phone ( ____)________________________________              
E-mail Address______________________________ 

Mark as many as applicable: 

q I am enclosing $40 for my 2013 membership dues. 

q I am enclosing a tax-deductible donation of $______. 

q I am interested in becoming a GRREAT Volunteer. 

         (Please fill out and return Volunteer form as well). 

q II am enclosing $10 (each) for a 2013 Golden                                                                      
 Membership(s). Please write name of dog(s).    

         _________________________________________________ 

q I am interested in donating the following services or 
 supplies to GRREAT: 

 _________________________________________________ 

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 

Please complete this form to volunteer. Return to: 

GRREAT 
Attention: Volunteer Coordinator 
P.O. Box 190, Merrifield, VA 22116 

Name ___________________________________________ 

Street ___________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip____________________________________ 

E-mail Address ____________________________________ 

Home Phone (______)_____________________________ 

Cell Phone (______)_______________________________ 

Work Phone (______)______________________________ 

OK to call at work?      q Yes      q No 

Please indicate any area of interest. 

The appropriate GRREAT Coordinator will contact you 
for more information. 

_____ Become a foster home for GRREAT dogs 

_____ Help at Adoption Events, Education Events, 
 Fundraising & Micro-chipping Clinics 

_____ Transport GRREAT dogs (to/from vet, animal 
 shelter, etc.) 

_____ Perform home visits for potential adopters prior to 
 adoption 
_____ Additional Information or Comments: 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

This form can be filled out online at

 www.grreat.org/vol_form.htm 
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Please be sure to submit your 
adoption application at least four 
weeks prior to the event. We 
cannot approve applications on 
the spot.

GOLDEN RETRIEVER RESCUE, EDUCATION AND TRAINING
P.O. Box 190
Merrifield, VA 22116

GRREAT Calendar of Events
There is a rescue for Golden Retrievers? This is a commonly asked question at the numerous 
events in which GRREAT participates. When people discover that GRREAT takes in about 250 
dogs every year, you can see the shock and amazement on their faces and you can hear it in their 
voices. People know that Golden Retrievers are such good dogs, so they can’t help but wonder 
“Why would anyone give up a Golden?” It is because of comments such as these that GRREAT 
attends events to help educate the public on the need for rescue and the Golden Retriever breed. 
GRREAT is always looking for and in need of committed volunteers who wish to give some of their 
time to attend events. For a list of upcoming events go to www.grreat.org/calendar.htm. For more 
information on any event, please e-mail events@grreat. org and if you wish to volunteer at any 
event, please e-mail volunteer@grreat.org.

September
Saturday, September 7, 2013
12pm until 2pm
ADOPTION DAY
Petco
15622 Old Columbia Pike
Burtonsville, MD

Sunday, September 8, 2013
12pm until 4pm
TECLA's K9 4th ANNUAL BARK-B-Q
Spring Fever Farms
3430 West Watersville Rd.
Mt. Airy, MD

October
Saturday, October 5, 2013
12pm until 2pm
ADOPTION DAY
Petco
6612 Richmond Highway
Alexandria, VA
Saturday, October 26, 2013
9:30pm until 12pm
GRREAT's 3K Walk
Weber's Pet Supermarket
11021 Lee Highway
(Rear Parking Lot)
Fairfax, VA
More D'Tails to Come
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Your Stories Wanted
Every dog adopted through GRREAT is 
special; each has a unique story to share. 
Our readers love to read about your 
happy endings and shared journeys. If 
you have a story you think other readers 
would enjoy, please submit it via email to: 
newsletter@grreat.org. Be sure to include 
a photo as a separate attachment.

Gracie 13-070
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