
 
 
 
 

 
WHAT IS 
GRREAT? 

 
Golden Retriever 

Rescue, Education, and Training, Inc., is a 
volunteer-staffed, non-profit organization that 
rescues and places for adoption unwanted, 
abused, neglected, or abandoned Golden 
Retrievers.  We are very similar to your local 
SPCA, but we specialize in Golden Retrievers.  
The “orphans” we receive are given 
personalized attention through our foster care 
network. 
 
 
WHERE DOES GRREAT GET THE 
GOLDEN RETRIEVERS THEY HAVE 
FOR ADOPTION? 

 
GRREAT’s orphans generally come from 
previous owners who, for any number of 
reasons, choose to give up their pets.  We 
cooperate with other humane organizations, 
pounds (city & county animal control), shelters, 
and SPCAs. We are occasionally called upon to 
pick up Goldens from abusive environments, or 
those that are found as strays. 
 
 
WHY WOULD SOMEONE GIVE UP 
THEIR GOLDEN RETRIEVER? 
 
People often buy a dog on an impulse or for 
their children.  A pet requires a tremendous 
commitment of time and energy, facts which 
some new owners might not have considered.  
The owner may also have had health or  

 
financial problems, etc. that necessitated the 
removal of the pet from the home.  Moving or 
allergies are other common reasons. 
 
 
WHAT DOES GRREAT DO WHEN A 
GOLDEN RETRIEVER IS BROUGHT IN 
TO THEM FOR ADOPTION? 

 
If current health records are not available or up 
to date, the Golden Retriever is taken 
immediately to a veterinarian to get current on 
shots and to check for heartworms and other 
internal parasites.  They are then placed on 
preventative for heartworm as well as fleas and 
ticks.  Our orphans generally live in a “foster 
home” with one of our members where they are 
evaluated for temperament and activity level, 
and remain there until they are adopted. 
 
 
HOW DO I ADOPT A DOG FROM 
GRREAT? 

 
A visit to our web site or call to our voice mail 
system requesting an adoption application is 
your first step. The application will tell us a little 
bit about you and what type of Golden 
Retriever is best for your environment and 
lifestyle.  Your application will be carefully 
reviewed by GRREAT and a home visit will be 
scheduled.  If approved, you will be notified by 
GRREAT of upcoming Adoption Days at local 
pet stores and receive our monthly emailed list 
of dogs that become available between 
Adoption Days.   When you find a dog, at either 
the Adoption Days or from the list, you will be 
interviewed by the foster family of the dog 
before the final decision is made. 
 

 

HOW LONG WILL I HAVE TO WAIT 
AFTER I SUBMIT MY APPLICATION TO 
ADOPT A GOLDEN RETRIEVER? 
 
GRREAT takes in approximately 250 to 300 
dogs each year.  The waiting period can be 
anywhere from 3  weeks to as long as 6 months 
or more, depending on how specific you are 
about the age, sex and other characteristics of 
the dog you’re willing to consider.  Limiting 
yourself to one sex or a certain age of dog, will 
not only lengthen the wait for the “perfect dog” 
but could also cause you to miss a dog that 
would have been more perfect than you had 
imagined. 
 
 
WHAT DOES IT COST TO GET A 
GOLDEN RETRIEVER? 

 
The average cost to rescue a healthy Golden is 
in excess of $1000.  GRREAT charges an 
adoption fee that is based on the dog’s age to 
help offset this cost so that we can continue to 
rescue other Goldens.  A portion of the fee is 
tax deductible.  
 

Puppy – 3 yrs  = $750.00 
4 yrs – 7 yrs    = $600.00 
8 yrs and up   = $500.00 
 

GRREAT also rescues dogs that need surgeries 
and sometimes expensive medical treatments to 
help them to adoption.  Contributions to our 
Leo Fund allow us to help these dogs as well.  
And finally, GRREAT maintains several dogs 
that are unadoptable due to severe medical 
issues or advanced age.  These dogs are kept in 
special foster homes where they are able to live 
out their lives for as long as they wish.  Please 
visit our website to learn more about our 
Special Needs Dogs.     
 

 



 
WHAT HAPPENS IF THE ADOPTION 
JUST DOESN’T WORK? 
 
Although GRREAT is extremely careful in 
evaluating and placing its Golden Retrievers, 
sometimes your circumstances may change or the 
dog and you are just not a good match.  If this 
should happen, please call us immediately and we 
will gladly take the dog back, regardless of the 
circumstances. 
 
 
WHY IS MY GRREAT DOG SPAYED / 
NEUTERED? 
 
With the current Golden Retriever population 
explosion that is taking place, GRREAT 
believes that breeding is best left to those 
individuals who are willing and financially able 
to get proper eye, heart and hip clearances and 
are ready to undertake the time, hard work and 
responsibility involved with the breeding 
process.   Casual breeding creates a situation 
where unwanted Goldens are abandoned every 
day and should never be undertaken “for the 
children” or to “get money out of the dog”. 
 
 
WHY IS MY GRREAT DOG 
MICROCHIPPED? 
 
The safety of our Rescued Dogs is one of our 
top priorities.  Each dog is microchipped and 
the microchip number is permanently registered 
to GRREAT.   GRREAT maintains a 24/7 
emergency line and we are always available to 
keep a lost dog safe until his adopters can be 
found.   New adopters should keep GRREAT 
informed of any changes in their contact info  
 
 

 
SHOULD I OBEDIENCE TRAIN MY 
GOLDEN RETRIEVER? 
 
A resounding YES is our answer to that 
question!  A Golden Retriever is a big dog, and 
training should begin immediately regardless of 
the age of the dog.  Obedience training will 
create a bond between you and your dog, and 
will make your Golden a friend you can be 
proud of.  Adoption materials include a primer 
entitled “Take the Lead”, a list of books and also 
the names of trainers that other GRREAT 
members have recommended. 
 
 
WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I HAVE 
QUESTIONS ABOUT TRAINING OR 
THE DOG AFTER ADOPTION? 

 
GRREAT offers ongoing support for the dog   
for the life of the dog!  If you ever have any 
questions, concerns or just want to brag about 
your dog, please just pick up the phone and call 
or visit our web site! 
 
 
GRREAT NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 
 
One in three Goldens that GRREAT Rescues 
will need medical support over and above the 
standard vaccinations and exam.  Medical issues 
can include heartworm and Lyme disease, 
diabetes and Cushings disease, hip and eye 
surgeries, as well as many, many others.  Please 
consider becoming a member so that together 
we can continue our mission to help Goldens in 
need.  Visit www.GRREAT.org to become a 
member, donate, or just find out more 
information. 
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