
 
 

GRREAT Beginnings Lead to Happy Endings!    
 
 
 

 

 

Dear GRREAT Participating Veterinarian; 

 

Thank you for helping us ensure that the Goldens that come into our rescue get the medical care they 

need so that they are as healthy as possible as they begin their new lives. The purpose of this letter is 

to outline the tests and vaccinations that are pre-approved for each dog that comes into our rescue. 

After you have completed a thorough physical exam, please continue with the following: 

 

Pre-approved Vaccinations 

 

Unless the foster family is able to provide previous medical records that show that the dog is up-to-

date on his/her vaccinations, the following vaccinations are approved: 

 Rabies vaccine 

 Distemper combo vaccine (if you do not give the combo vaccine, the individual 

vaccinations are approved with the exception of coronavirus, and canine influenza 

vaccines; which are not approved). 

 Leptospirosis vaccine (if recommended by the vet for your area) 

 Lyme vaccine (if recommended by the vet for your area) 

 Bordetella vaccine 

 

If the dog is current on his vaccinations, but they will expire within 3 months of the office visit, please 

update them during the visit. 

 

 

Pre-approved Tests 

 

We would like the following tests done for each of our foster Goldens: 

 Fecal float - even if the dog has had a recent fecal test and is not due for another one at 

this time, we want to ensure that the dog has a negative fecal when he/she came into the 

rescue. 

 4 DX test - even if the dog has had a recent heartworm test and is not due for another one 

at this time, we want to ensure that the dog was heartworm negative when he/she came 

into the rescue. 

 A senior blood panel (preferably one that provides the T-3 and T-4 values; we do not 

automatically approve a separate thyroid test) is approved for all dogs 7 years old and 

older.  

 

 



 

Pre-approved Medications 

 

If internal or external infections, or an active case of Lyme disease or Ehrlichia, etc. are discovered 

during the physical exam, please prescribe and provide the necessary meds or antibiotics to the foster 

family for the recommended course of treatment.  

 

As you may know, in the past, GRREAT supplied our foster homes with heartworm and flea and tick 

preventative, but due to the changing needs and products available, we have decided that it is best for 

our foster families to consult with you and purchase the product that seems to be most effective in 

your area. If it is a monthly preventative, we approve the foster home purchasing 2-months of 

heartworm and flea and tick preventative at a time. If you recommend a collar that lasts several 

months (ex. Seresto), then please provide only one collar. We do ask that you keep in mind that we are 

a non-profit rescue trying to keep our veterinary costs manageable, so if there is a choice between 

products that would work equally well, we would prefer that you provide the less expensive of the 

options so that our resources can be better used to help dogs with more complex and costly medical 

issues. 

 

Ongoing pain management medications are considered on a case-by-case basis and unless the dog is 

in dire distress, it requires approval by the Medical Coordinator. Certainly, if immediate relief is 

needed for the dog, then by all means, please do prescribe and provide the foster home with a starter 

supply of appropriate meds and instructions. 

 

Other Medical Issues 

 

If the dog is heartworm positive or if you discover mobility issues, lumps, bumps, or other problems 

during the exam, please contact Lucinda Twining, GRREAT’s Medical Coordinator at 703-754-4379 

prior to beginning any treatment or procedure.  

 

Some procedures, such as surgery, dental work, etc. may require prior approval of the Board of 

Directors for the expenditures. If you could fax (866-376-5080) or email (medical@grreat.org) a cost 

estimate for diagnosis and/or treatment to Lucinda, that would be very much appreciated. 

 

As a non-profit organization, GRREAT cannot afford routine precautionary pre-op blood work, i.e. 

before spay/neuter surgeries, unless the dog has specifically qualifying potential health issues 

necessitating this information. We’re sure you can understand that we have to take the responsibility 

of spending the funds generously donated to GRREAT wisely and appropriately, very seriously. 

 

Microchip 

 

As a part of the examination, please scan the dog for an existing microchip. Our experience has shown 

that often the previous owner of the dog is not aware or has forgotten that their dog has been 

microchipped. If one exists, please make note of the microchip number and provide it to the foster 

family. 

 

If no microchip exists, please DO NOT microchip him/her. GRREAT has volunteers trained in the 

microchipping process. We will ensure that he/she is microchipped prior to adoption. 

 

 



Invoicing GRREAT  

 

Please create a special GRREAT account that will contain all of our foster dogs that come to your 

practice. Even if the foster family already has an account with you for their personal pets, it is 

important, for tax and audit purposes, that their foster dog be placed on the GRREAT account so that 

the invoices will contain our name and contact information. If the foster family decides to adopt their 

foster dog, we always ask them to notify you and request that you move the dog from the GRREAT 

account to their own personal account. 

 

The Medical Coordinator is always happy to review the GRREAT account with you to let you know 

which dogs have already been adopted (either by the foster home or by another family) and which 

dogs are still in foster care. 

 

 

 

GRREAT would very much appreciate your cooperation by billing us directly. Please do not email or 

fax your invoices to Lucinda as that may delay the payment. Instead, please, send all invoices to: 

 

GRREAT Inc.  

Attn: Treasurer 

P. O. Box 190 

Merrifield, VA 22116 

 

Please, make sure the invoice clearly indicates the dog’s name and GRREAT ID#. This will 

facilitate much faster payment processing by our Treasurer. 
 

If you have questions regarding the status of payments, please contact our Treasurer directly via email 

at Treasurer@grreat.org.  
 

 

 

 

If you have any questions at any time, please do not hesitate to contact us! 

 

Thank you so much again for your kind cooperation and becoming a deeply appreciated GRREAT 

Participating Veterinarian. 

 

Warmest Regards, 

 

Lucinda Twining       
GRREAT Medical Coordinator   

Home: 703-754-4379; Fax: 866-376-5080  

Email: Medical@grreat.org   
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