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GRREAT knows all too well that dogs often end up at a rescue when a family has a new baby. These dogs are surrendered 
when the stress of caring for a newborn seems overwhelming to new parents.  Babies are certainly game-changers. No 
parenting book or mommy blog can really prepare an expectant couple for the incredible exhaustion of those first few weeks. 
It’s no wonder that new parents look for ways to simplify their lives, but it is my hope that someone will read this and realize 
that getting rid of their dog is not the answer. While it’s certainly an adjustment for all family members, it is well worth it to 
stick it out. Eventually the dedication to keep your family together will cultivate an unimaginably rewarding and adorable 
relationship between your human and fur babies. 

Failed Foster Parents 

Maggie, our GRREAT rescue, came into our lives in the winter of 2009. After the unexpected loss of our first dog, Molly, I 
wasn’t sure if I was ready to adopt, so I decided to foster several dogs through GRREAT. Maggie wasn’t with us for very long 
before my husband Matt and I fell in love with this sensitive creature. She arrived at our home with one leash and a half of a 
bag of dog food. She carried that leash everywhere, her only reminder of the first family that she loved.  I was baffled that a 
family could give up a dog so sweet and well-behaved. We decided that we had to keep her. Once the adoption paperwork was 
completed, Maggie officially became a member of our family on Valentine’s Day, 2010. Maggie helped our hearts heal from 
the sudden loss of Molly.   

Maggie was a wonderful companion. When she first became a part of the family, my husband and I were working opposite 
shifts. This meant that Maggie had a lot of bonding time with each of us.  She had tons of attention between the two of us and 
was rarely alone. Maybe we spoiled her a little bit. I always said, I believe in spoiling dogs but not children, because my dog 
has zero chance of being released to society and acting like a jerk.  

When Matt and I announced that we were expecting our first child, we were upset when some friends joked about how poor 
Maggie would not have the attention that she was used to. Defensively, I told one of my friends, “I will always love my dog! 
We're just adding to the love ~ not taking any away!” “You’ll see,” they responded. I was annoyed. I couldn’t fathom that any 
part of our relationship with our dog would change.

Maggie 10-013 & Melody

Continued on page 10

NEWS
A Girl and Her Dog 

by Stephanie Sylvester
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President’s Message: Odds and Ends 
  By Barbara Boyd, President

GRREAT’s membership elects its officers for two-year terms. The President and Treasurer are elected in odd years, the Vice 
President and Secretary in even years.  Nominations are now being accepted for the offices of President and Treasurer for two-
year terms.  Nominees shall be presented to the membership for election at the Annual Meeting in January 2015.   	
!Nominations for these offices are made as follows: 	
!• You may nominate yourself or another GRREAT member for either of these offices; 	

• If you are nominating someone other than yourself, please obtain the individual’s consent before submitting the nomination; 	

• You may make nominations for one or more of these offices, but you may not nominate the same person for more than one 

office.  All nominations must be received by GRREAT no later than Friday, October 31, 2014; 	

• No nominations will be taken from the floor during the annual meeting; 	

• Please send your nominations to secretary@grreat.org so that they are received no later than Friday, October 31, 2014. 	
!Board of Directors membership is a privilege as well as a time and emotional commitment. If you love the Golden breed and 
want to be involved in helping these incredible beings find their forever homes, please consider volunteering to become a 
member of the GRREAT Board of Directors. If you would like more information on what each position entails, please email 
president@grreat.org. 

GRREAT’s membership elects its officers for two-year terms. The President and Treasurer are elected in odd years, the Vice 
President and Secretary in even years.  Nominations are now being accepted for the offices of President and Treasurer for two-
year terms.  Nominees shall be presented to the membership for election at the Annual Meeting in January 2015.   

2015  Elections:  President & Treasurer
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As I write this at the end of-August, it’s hard to believe that this is the last GRREAT News for 2014.  With four months left to  
support GRREAT by participating in fun activities and fundraisers, having a year end wrap up now would be jumping the gun, so 
please stay tuned for our Winter Issue in late December, and welcome to the Annual Meeting in January for a complete summary 
of 2014.  !Four New Fun and Easy Ways to Support GRREAT: !

• Acumen Solutions Race for a Cause™:  Please pay special attention to the announcement on page 7..  We are super 
excited to be included as one of only ten charities competing to benefit from the proceeds of this 8K Run and 1M Fun 
Run.  Note that you do not have to run or even be there, it is the number of registrations that count.  Tell your friends, 
neighbors, and relatives…register and choose GRREAT! !

• Combined Federal Campaign:  After several years’ absence, GRREAT is once again participating in the Combined 
Federal Campaign.  If you are a Federal employee (or know one), please designate GRREAT as your charity.  Our CFC 
Code is 51768.   !

• Shop On-Line:  As the holiday season approaches, it’s a GRREAT time to shop on-line and also help your favorite pups.  
Shopping = Giving at stores like Expedia, Petco. QVC, JCPenney’s, Macy’s, Overstock, Nordstrom, Amazon, and lots, 
lots more. It's completely free, all costs are paid by the stores. Over 1,000 of the greatest stores participate.  The optional 
iGive Button makes it really, really simple.  It automatically makes sure that a portion of your purchases come to 
GRREAT even if you forget.  Use a smart phone or tablet?  That works too.  It's very easy to help - just visit iGive.com/
grreat and start your shopping there! !

• AmazonSmile:  Amazon has a simple and automatic way for you to support GRREAT every time you shop with no cost 
to you.  You’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as amazon.com, with the 
added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to GRREAT.  To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to 
smile.amazon.com from your web browser or mobile device.   GRREAT is listed as Golden Retriever Rescue Education 
and Training Incorporated. !GRREAT Membership Renewal:  Beginning October 1, new memberships and renewals will count as 2015 memberships.  We 

are dependent on membership dues, donations, and fundraising to operate.  Your $40 membership dues keep this newsletter 
coming four times a year and will help save more Goldens in 2015.  If you elect to "opt-out" of receiving the newsletter by mail, 
the $40 is fully tax deductible.  If you choose to receive the printed newsletter, $30 is tax deductible ($10 is the value of goods 
and services received).  Membership also confers one vote in GRREAT elections.  For the 5th year in a row, we are not 
increasing membership dues!  Don’t forget that your fur babies can also become members with a Golden Membership for $10 
each.  !Congratulations!  Our Secretary, Kellie Schroeder, is now Kellie Bock.  We all are still having trouble remembering her married 
name, including Kellie.  Best wishes to Kellie and Chris! !Thank you all so much for your support during 2014.  We look forward to a GRREAT 2015!



  I’ve been providing customized personal dog training and behavioral 
consults since 2004. A detailed biography is available on my website. 
The methods I use are what is known as “Force Free” which means I do 
not use or recommend the use of anything which will frighten or hurt 
the dogs. I love the motto “Use Your Brain Not Pain to Train” !	

  I was one of the first trainers to be Licensed by Victoria Stilwell from 
the TV Show on Animal Planet “It’s Me Or The Dog” and I am proud to 
be part of her Positively Dog Training Team.	

 I specialize in behavioral issues, e.g. dog-dog and dog-human 
aggression, multi-dog households, excessive barking, leash reactivity, 
fear of strangers, storm phobia, separation anxiety, destructive behavior, 
digging & chewing, house-training problems and marking inside, counter 
surfing, chasing the family cat, problems traveling in the car, being 
groomed/nail trims, and much more!	

  I am a Full Member of the Pet Professional Guild (partners with the Journal of Veterinary Behavior), Supporting Member of the 
International Association of Animal Behavior Consultants, a Full Member of the Association of Professional Dog Trainers and a Member 
of Truly Dog Friendly.  For more information, you can reach me at: www.Bekindtodogs.com

digging & chewing, house-training problems and marking inside, counter 
surfing, chasing the family cat, problems traveling in the car, being 

PREPARATION: If possible, it’s ideal to introduce the 
scent of each dog to the other dog before they’re even 
in the same house. For example, if a family member 
will be visiting, they can prepare some scent samples 
(details at the end of this article) and send them in 
advance.  Those scent samples can then be tied to the 
resident dog’s collar/harness, placed in his kennel/crate 
etc and rubbed on him. The same can be done for the 
visiting dog.	
!
STAGE ONE:  When the new dog arrives at the home 
it is crucial that the dogs do not make visual contact (no 
eye contact whatsoever) until the final stage. We cannot 
let them see one another, but we will let them 
experience the smell of each other. 	

• Both dogs need a secure area – this can be a kennel/

crate/cage/small room with baby gate or door closed. 	

• Old t-shirts, cut up towels, blankets, dog beds and 

toys can be used as scent articles. 	

• Place scented articles from each dog in the other dog’s 

safe area. 	

• The switching of these scent articles alone will allow 

a deeper relationship between the dogs. We are 

communicating to the dogs by the way they 
understand... through their nose!	
!

STAGE TWO will be to let the new dog roam around 
the house. He will be getting accustomed to his new 
home and his new owners. You might notice him 
occasionally rubbing himself against a wall or piece of 
furniture – or in some way putting his scent, however 
subtly, around the inside of the house. 	

• With a new dog you won’t want to let him have too 

much time to wander around because he might also do 
some urine marking! Let him outside as quickly as 
possible. He can put his scent all over the outside 
area.	


• Your resident dog should be confined and out of sight 
when the new dog is out of his cage. 	


• Once the new dog has checked out his new 
environment and had the opportunity to leave his own 
scent about the house, place the new dog in his safe 
area of confinement and take the scent articles from 
there to place in the resident dog’s safe area. 
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  I’ve been providing customized personal dog training and behavioral 
consults since 2004. A detailed biography is available on my website. 
The methods I use are what is known as “Force Free” which means I do 
not use or recommend the use of anything which will frighten or hurt 

Introducing a New Dog to Your Resident Dog 
By Kathrine Breeden, VSPDT

The following protocol, inspired by an article written by Ken Piening, can be used for introducing a dog that is 
merely going to be visiting for a few days/weeks, a foster dog or a newly adopted dog.  Following this protocol 
will set the dogs up for maximum success as regards getting along together. It also facilitates something equally 
important – that the new dog bonds with the owner rather than the resident dog.  The whole point is to give the 
dogs the chance to get acclimated to the smell of the other dog without the stress of having to deal with the other 
dog face to face, in their space, around their toys, beds, resources, food, people etc.  In other words, both dogs can 
learn that even though the other dog is in the house, they are not being adversely affected by the other dog. There 
are several stages to go through…



STAGE THREE: let the resident dog out to roam 
around the house and yard. 	

• Take the scent articles from the resident dog’s safe 

area and place them with the new dog.	

• The first time the resident dog goes exploring he will 

probably vigorously explore the scent left around the 
home by the new dog until he is satisfied the intruder 
has "escaped".	


• Your resident dog might be very excited, or even 
panicked. Once he’s had the chance to have a good 
sniff around, distract him with a yummy stuffed 
Kong, a game of fetch or just sit quietly with him. 
It’s important that the scent discovery period is as 
positive as possible for both dogs.	
!

You will repeat StagesTwo and Three many times 
daily, you should be watching both dogs’ body 
language to enable you to calculate when they are 
ready to actually meet face to face. Remember to 
swap the scent articles each time.	

What are you looking for? In both dogs, you are 
looking for excessive interest in the other dog’s 
presence. If either dog is racing around looking for the 
other dog, dashing from place to place as if they’re 
trying to find the other dog and is generally over-
aroused then this is not a good omen of how things 
will go when they meet! We want to reach the stage 
where neither dog is taking any notice of the presence 
of the other dog. The resident dog should be behaving 
just how he did before the other dog arrived in the 
house.	

Until the resident dog is behaving in that way there is 
a good chance that if you introduce them while he’s 
showing excessive interest in the other dog, there will 
be trouble between them.	

For the resident dog to understand the new smell, he 
should be let out of the cage as many times a day as 
possible. The resident dog should only be let out after 
the new dog has played, and has been put away. 	

With these short routines, both dogs are familiarizing 
each other at a faster rate. Actually, the concept is 
quite simple. The more times you let your new then 
resident dog out, the quicker they will be acquainted. 	

Your resident dog will display his permission as to 
when the two should meet. When he comes out of the 
cage and does not follow the scent of the new dog, 
your resident dog has given his permission. NOW 
THE DOGS CAN MEET FACE TO FACE, since they 
are familiar and comfortable with one another's scent.  

This process takes varying lengths of time depending 
on the dogs’ like or dislike of other dogs. It can take 
minutes, hours or weeks depending on the individual 
dogs. When both dogs are showing NO interest in the 
scent of the other dog this is the best time to introduce 
them face to face.	
!
STAGE FOUR is to introduce the dogs face to face. 
If at all possible, for territorial reasons, when 
introducing the dogs it should not be on your 
property.  	

A neighbors fenced in yard, a fenced in ball field 
(when no other dogs or people might interfere), or any 
other fenced in area will be an appropriate meeting 
ground. Leashes may not take the place of a fenced in 
area; holding the leashes may potentially bring out 
aggression.	

If possible, let the resident dog run around the field, 
while the new dog is out of sight. The resident dog is 
laying the now familiar scent. 	

Now it is time for the new dog to play in the field. The 
resident dog is out of sight and the new dog also 
smells the familiar resident dog's scent. They will both 
detect the familiar scent just like in the home.	

Since the dogs have already been formally introduced 
via each other's scent, they are ready to meet face to 
face. The area is safe because they are confined and 
can not run away. The dogs usually run over to greet 
each other, smell, posture... and have no inclination to 
fight.	

If there is no safe area to introduce the dogs then 
taking them for a walk on leash can substitute. Walk 
parallel to one another, if necessary on opposite sides 
of the street and get gradually closer. If either dog is 
showing excessive interest in the other dog then don’t 
bring them any closer – it will probably be a bad 
greeting!
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Editor’s Note: Kathrine would like to start an Ask the Trainer column for the GRREAT News; if you have training or 
behavior questions please send them to newsletter@grreat.org, so that we may include them in upcoming issues.

If one dog is more calm and stable than the other 
you can walk that dog in front and gradually let 
the other dog get close enough to do a quick butt 
sniff and go away. Keep practicing until the whole 
process is very calm then reverse roles.	


If you are forced to introduce the dogs in a fenced 
back yard, probably a fairly small area, let the 
resident dog out first. Both dogs should have 
leashes attached but not held, (unless there are lots 
of trees & bushes they could get caught on and in 
that case use a very short, maybe 18” leash so at 
least you’ve got something you could get hold of 
in an emergency other than the collar/harness) and 
you should have a garden hose pipe with a “gun” 
attachment set on “jet” turned on at the ready. 
Don’t hang around near the door area. Let the new 
dog out. Ideally you would have several people 
present and all keep chatting in a relaxed manner 
and walking around. 	

Don’t stand still, staring at the dogs to see what happens. Keep it upbeat and relaxed, not over excited. Walking 
around, distracting the dogs if you see tension, will help to keep the meeting relaxed and successful.	

!This outlined routine has demonstrated a stress free and safe way to introduce new dogs.   A dog's sense of smell is 
considered by many as its primary sense.  Therefore, this training is based entirely upon the scent.  	

This method will easily work with trained or misbehaved dogs.   We are working hand in hand with the dog's natural 
instincts.  Allowing the dog's instincts to teach the lesson will make learning simple yet effective.	

If either dog has a history of aggression towards other dogs this does not necessarily mean they cannot co-exist with 
another dog – it does mean that they probably need a long slow period of acclimatization to the new dog being on 
their property and then very careful management once they have met to ensure that they continue to get along. It is 
best to consult a professional behavior consultant for help with those types of dogs!	

PREPARATION OF SCENT ARTICLES	

• If you have the luxury of preparing scent articles and sending them ahead here is the procedure: 	

• Take strips of t-shirts, sheets or towels and rub them all over the dog. Place them promptly into Ziplock bags and 

freeze them. This will protect the integrity of the scent.	

• If you are able to deliver frozen scent samples that’s great!	

• Otherwise send them in the mail with ice packs if possible.	

• Refreeze upon arrival.	

TIP if you ever want to get an idea of how a dog really feels about other dogs, use a life sized stuffed dog and let 
your dog, off leash, approach without any interference from you. Most dogs react to the stuffed replica as if it were 
real – Mr Stuffy gets humped, bitten, pee’d on and barked at. Much safer than using a living dog on a regular basis 
for assessments! Here’s my favorite:  http://www.melissaanddoug.com/husky-dog-stuffed-animal
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GRREAT is excited to 
announce that our 
organization has been 
chosen to be one of 10 
nonprofit organizations to 
benefit from the Acumen 
Solutions Race for a 
Cause   8k & 1-mile Fun 
Run! This is a huge 
fundraising opportunity 
for GRREAT. The Race 

will be held at 8am in 
Arlington, VA on Sunday, October 19th.  Will you help us make 
the most of this opportunity?  	


There are two things for you to do:	


•	
 Sign up!  We need anyone and everyone to sign up for 
the Race and choose “GRREAT” as their charity of 
choice!  The more registrants who pick GRREAT, the 
greater amount of funds we receive from the race 
proceeds.  Last year, the non-profit who won “first 
prize” and had the most runners register received 
$45,000!  Imagine how many golden retrievers we can 
help with this amount of money!	


•	
 Spread the word!  Tell all your friends about the Race 
and encourage them to register and pick GRREAT for 
the charity.  We have over 600 members in GRREAT.  
If everyone gets 2 people to sign up plus yourself, that 
is 1800 race registrants supporting GRREAT!!	


Want to know more about this event and the company, Acumen 
Solutions, who is hosting this race for the sixth year in a row? 
Visit www.theraceforacause.com. While you are on the site, be 
sure to register!  The fee is $30 for the Fun Run and $35 for the 
8K.  All registrants receive a goody bag including a really nice 
technical race shirt.	


October is going to equate to a lot of walking and running on 
behalf of GRREAT!  We have decided to participate in the 
Acumen Solutions Race for a Cause while still having our 
annual GRREAT 3K walk!  So, for those of you who are 
looking to still  make good on your 2014 new year’s resolution 
to get healthy and get moving….we are giving you lots of 
opportunity to meet this goal before year end!  	


!

Here is what you need to know about the Acumen Solutions 
Race for a Cause   :	


1.	
 You don’t have to run 5 miles (the almost equivalent to 
8K) to support GRREAT.  Just registering for the Race 
or 1-mile Fun Run and choosing GRREAT as your 
charity will go a long way with helping us secure first 
place, maximizing the financial benefit of this 
fundraiser.	


2.	
 If you register AND can show up on October 19th to 
support this great event, while cheering on the runners 
and being a part of all the excitement, even better!  
GRREAT will receive “extra-credit” for all registrants 
who physically show up to support the event.	


3.	
 If you register, show up AND run or walk either the 8K 
or 1-mile Fun Run, fabulous!  GRREAT gets “extra 
credit” again and you have your exercise done for that 
day before  9:00am!!	


4.	
 Please note that dogs are not allowed on the race 
course for either the 8K or 1-mile Fun Run.  Dogs are 
welcome the following week, Saturday, October 25th, 
at GRREAT’s 3K Walk where we will have an extra 
pep in our step, celebrating how GRREAT our showing 
was at the Acumen Solutions Race for a Cause event!	


We are thrilled to be able to participate in this GRREAT 
fundraising event!  Over the years, Acumen Solutions has 
contributed over $665,000 to benefit local nonprofits.  Let’s 
secure this type of funding to boost our bottom line so we help 
even more goldens live happy, healthy lives in loving forever 
homes!  If you have any questions about this event 
INCLUDING any GRREAT ideas on how to promote it, please 
contact the board secretary, Kellie Bock at 
secretary@grreat.org or by calling (703) 477 – 5509.

nonprofit organizations to 
benefit from the Acumen 
Solutions Race for a 
Cause   8k & 1-mile Fun 
Run! This is a huge 
fundraising opportunity 
for GRREAT. The Race 

will be held at 8am in 
Arlington, VA on Sunday, October 19th.  Will you help us make 
the most of this opportunity?  

There are two things for you to do:
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8k & 1-mile Fun Run

Acumen Solutions Race for a Cause while still having our 
annual GRREAT 3K walk!  So, for those of you who are 
looking to still  make good on your 2014 new year’s resolution 
to get healthy and get moving….we are giving you lots of 
opportunity to meet this goal before year end!  
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2013 GRREAT 3K Walk
Grab your sneakers and your dog and 
head over to Weber’s Pet Supermarket 
cause the talk around the dog park is 
GRREAT’s 3K Walk is the place to be, 
11021 Lee Highway, Fairfax (Rear 
Parking Lot) on October 25, 2014. The 
walk starts promptly at 10am, but 
please come early to register. 
Registration begins at 9:30am.	


Each participant will receive a 3K walk 
event shirt. Refreshments and dog treats 
will be provided during the event. Door 
prizes will be given    away at the 
conclusion of the event.	


REGISTER NOW!  

$20 per human walker on or before Oct. 
12th and $25 Oct. 13th and after. Go to: 
http://grreat.org/3kwalk.htm	


VIRTUAL WALKER: For those who are 
unable to attend, don’t fret as you can still 
participate in spirit by becoming a virtual 
walker. An event shirt will be mailed to 
you so you can still show off your 
GRREAT support around town.	


**For those that do not wish to pay via 
PayPal you can print out the registration 
form and mail to the GRREAT P.O. Box. 
Walkers can also register the day of at the 
event.	


Register early to ensure you receive an 
event shirt in the size you prefer; 
quantities will be limited.	


We are looking for donated items for the 
door prizes. For more information please 
contact events@grreat.org. If you wish to 

volunteer at the event please email 
volunteer@grreat.org (Don’t fret - you can 
still volunteer and  walk - the only 
exception is if you volunteer for the snack 
station position).	


MEET THE GUESTS OF HONOR:   
Molly and Polo will  be at the walk for 
you to meet.   You can see how well 
adjusted and mobile they are despite their 
disabilities.

✁

!
Registration Fee:  $20 (before Oct. 12th) or $25 (Oct. 12 and after)


Return Registration and payment to:
!
GRREAT


P.O. Box 190

Merrifield, VA 22116
!

NAME____________________________________________
!
PHONE___________________________________________
!
EMAIL____________________________________________
!!

T-shirt size (Please circle one; Adult sizes only):   !
Small   Medium  Large   X-Large    2X-Large !

Waiver:  Registrants and their accompanying family members, friends, and 
pets participating in the GRREAT Beginnings Lead to Happy Endings 3K 
Walk to be held in Fairfax, Virginia on Saturday, October 25, 2014 hereby 
assume full responsibility for the risk of bodily injury, death, or property 
damage, and hereby release, waive, discharge covenant assignees, officers, 
employees, and agents for any and all loss or damage on account of injury 
to person or property, whether caused by negligence, breach of contract 
otherwise arising out of or resulting from any act of omission, while traveling 
to or participating in the 2014 GRREAT Beginnings Lead to Happy Endings 
3K Walk.
!
Signature
!
______________________________________________________
!
All proceeds benefit Golden Retriever Rescue, Education & Training 
(GRREAT), a nonprofit volunteer organization dedicated to the rescue, foster 
care and placement of Golden Retrievers in the Washington, D.C. area. 
Please make checks payable to GRREAT. For more information about the 
walk or GRREAT’s work, visit www.grreat.org or call 703-620- 6593. 

Register early to ensure you receive an 
event shirt in the size you prefer; 
quantities will be limited.

We are looking for donated items for the 

T-shirt size (Please circle one; Adult sizes only):   GRREAT Beginnings Lead to 
Happy Endings 

3K Walk 
!Saturday, October 25, 2014


Weber’s Pet Supermarket – Rear Parking Lot

11021 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA
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Molly
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When you adopt a dog from GRREAT, you’re not just providing a heart and home to that one dog, 
you’re supporting all the dogs that GRREAT takes in each year.  YOUR DONATION DOLLARS 
MATTER!  Not only are they vital for major surgeries and treatments, but also to maintain quality 
of life for our Long Term Fosters, as well as “regular” vet care for all the dogs.   !!Here’s a brief look at what your donation dollars have meant so far this year, to a few of our Goldens-in-need: !Santana 14-073: 3 year old female diagnosed with fully formed juvenile cataracts due to poor nutrition. In July, 
the cataracts were removed and a retinopexy was performed to prevent retina detachment  --  $3K !Major 13-124: 5 year old male diagnosed with a bone chip and a torn CCL in his right knee.  In March, 
arthroscopic surgery and a TPLO were performed, he is now undergoing hydrotherapy to strengthen his joints and 
muscles  --  $5K !Bubby 13-032: 3 year old male diagnosed with bilateral subluxating patellas.  Several surgeries were done on his 
knees to repair the joints, and he has continued with physical therapy, hydrotherapy, and acupuncture  --  $4K !Herbie 13-097: 10 year old male diagnosed with severe allergies, as well as left hip dysplasia, and osteoarthritis in 
his right shoulder.  He was not a surgical candidate, but a dermatologist has been treating his skin, and his 
orthopedic issues are being helped with injections, physical therapy, and hydrotherapy  --  $6K !Polo 13-123: 1 year old male came to great after being hit across the back with a rake which caused rear-end 
paralysis. Surgery will not help him, but he is currently undergoing physical therapy, hydrotherapy, and 
acupuncture  --  $2K !Molly 14-023: 3 year old female with rear-end paralysis from birth. Not a surgical candidate, but received orthotics 
for her legs for protection and stability, as well as a custom wheelchair, and ongoing vet and acupuncture 
treatments for recurring UTI infections, pressure ulcers, and muscle strains caused by her condition  --  $2K !We currently maintain 8 Long Term Fosters (http://www.grreat.org/special-needs-dogs/)  -- $16K !Other vet expenses for ALL dogs thus far this year  --  $60K !The dogs are always in need of your generous support, thank you so much for allowing them 
to get the help they need! 

Where Did My Donation Dollar$ Go? 
By Jessie Pickard, Adoption Coordinator

  Santana 14-073: Before & After Surgery Bubby 13-032Herbie 13-097
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To make a donation, go to www.grreat.org/donatesupport/



Baby Makes Four 
A few months later, Matt and I welcomed our daughter 
Melody into the world. Following our vet’s advice, Matt 
took the baby’s little knitted hat home for Maggie to sniff 
and get acquainted with the smell of our new little family 
member. I hardly remember those first few 
sleep-deprived, emotionally charged weeks after 
bringing the baby home. The lack of sleep just 
amplified the post-partum depression that I 
battled in the beginning. Maggie waited 
patiently for the attention that she was so used 
to. She did nothing wrong, but my depression 
zapped any reserve of energy that could have 
been spent on the dog. My friends were right. I 
admitted defeat. Maggie took the backseat in the 
priority wagon. We still cared for her basic 
needs, but she wasn’t getting the adoration that 
she was used to and the guilt sent me over the 
edge. The dog who once slept on our bed, was 
now on the floor beside the co-sleeper attached to my side 
of the mattress. Every two to three hours, I would wake up 
to feed the baby and Maggie’s tail would thump wildly on 
the floor, hopeful that this is the time that I’m going to get 
up to play with her.  I loved her, but I was completely 
drained. On one particularly stressful evening, I felt so 
guilty about not being able to spend as much time with 
Maggie, that thoughts of betrayal were born. “What if she is 
better off with another family that can spend more time 
with her?” I was so mad at myself for allowing that thought 
to exist in my mind, but I didn’t allow myself to consider it 
further. I remembered that this lovable pup walked into our 
home with a heart ready to love us completely, despite the 
fact that her last family decided not to keep her. I couldn’t 
let this dog lose her second family and Maggie had done 
nothing wrong. Maggie is here to stay.  

Maggie showed her great 
capacity for love by 
accepting the new baby 
immediately into her 
pack. She would sit 
beside her swing every 
day and watch over her. 
She would make the baby 
giggle by licking her tiny 
toes. She would pant 
anxiously in solidarity 

when I couldn’t figure out why the baby was crying. 
Maggie was my parenting partner when Matt was at work.  

Eventually, our girl started sleeping through the night and 
Matt and I got the rest that we desperately needed. We felt 
like the sleepless nights would never end, but it really only 
lasted about 2 months. As the baby grew, she started to  

absolutely adore big, fluffy, fun Maggie. These two became 
the best of friends. They are always hugging or dancing 
together. While I’m cooking in the kitchen, I know that the 
two of them are okay in the living room because I hear my 
daughter saying, “nice Maggie!” or mimicking my silly, 
“who’s a good girl?” chant that I use when playing with her. 
Maggie hangs out quietly under Melody’s high chair to help 
me clean when half of Melody’s meal ends up on the floor. 
So helpful! Melody will sit on Maggie’s “lap” and read a 
book, and Maggie will entertain this absurdity. Every day is 
filled with ridiculously adorable moments. 

A Girl and Her Dog !!!
(Continued from  page 1)

Continued on page 11
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Our daughter is nearly two years old now and we are so happy that she has this wonderful dog to play with and learn from. 
Melody has been learning empathy as we teach her that as patient as Maggie can be, she does not like the way it feels when she 
tugs on her fur. She has learned to pet with a gentle hand instead of the wild flail that comes naturally to toddlers. Melody 
learns responsibility as we take care of the dog together. She helps me scoop dog food every day and carry it to Maggie’s 
bowls. She understands that sometimes we have to stop what we are doing to let Maggie go outside or to take her for a walk.  

I have learned that it is all about balance and 
patience. I was overwhelmed in the beginning, 
but Maggie waited for me to get through the 
post-partum blues and adjust to life with baby. 
Dogs are so incredibly adaptable and patient. 
What a great role model for my daughter… and 
for me. Life happens and stressful situations 
arise from time to time. New parents, hang in 
there. The dog will be okay if you need to nurse 
your infant instead of play catch, and in time that 
passes unbelievably quickly, that baby will grow 
into another person to toss the ball.   

Maggie is here to stay. She is still the sweet pup 
that came into our lives five years ago, but now 
we have a better understanding of the depth of 
her love. She waited patiently for us to come 
around. Giving her up would have been a 
heartbreaking mistake. It took a little bit of time 
to prove my friends wrong, but we did it. Matt 
and I added to the love and we couldn’t have 
done it without our two sweet girls. One day, we 
will have to say goodbye to Maggie, but she will 
never have to say goodbye to us.

Our daughter is nearly two years old now and we are so happy that she has this wonderful dog to play with and learn from. 
Melody has been learning empathy as we teach her that as patient as Maggie can be, she does not like the way it feels when she 
tugs on her fur. She has learned to pet with a gentle hand instead of the wild flail that comes naturally to toddlers. Melody 
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bowls. She understands that sometimes we have to stop what we are doing to let Maggie go outside or to take her for a walk.  
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patience. I was overwhelmed in the beginning, 
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post-partum blues and adjust to life with baby. 
Dogs are so incredibly adaptable and patient. 
What a great role model for my daughter… and 
for me. Life happens and stressful situations 
arise from time to time. New parents, hang in 
there. The dog will be okay if you need to nurse 
your infant instead of play catch, and in time that 
passes unbelievably quickly, that baby will grow 

Maggie is here to stay. She is still the sweet pup 
that came into our lives five years ago, but now 
we have a better understanding of the depth of 
her love. She waited patiently for us to come 
around. Giving her up would have been a 
heartbreaking mistake. It took a little bit of time 
to prove my friends wrong, but we did it. Matt 
and I added to the love and we couldn’t have 
done it without our two sweet girls. One day, we 

Maggie 08-058 1010 F Angel 14-03614-036 2 F
Reggie 11-189 66 M Chewy 14-03714-037 7 M
Max 12-109 9 M Colt 14-03814-038 6 M

Bubby 13-032 3 M Jason 14-04014-040 9 M
Riley 13-103 4 M Gloria 14-04114-041 11 F
Casey 13-105 11 F Maddison 14-04314-043 6 F

Brewster 13-113 4 M Barkley 14-04614-046 1 M
Smokey 13-116 6 M Emma 14-04714-047 1 F
Rosebud 13-117 6 F Leo 14-04914-049 8 M

Major 13-124 6 M Henry 14-05214-052 6 M
Cody 14-007 3 M Phoenix 14-05314-053 8 F
Kat 14-009 7 F Madeline 14-057 2 F

Drake 14-011 2 M Dandelion 14-058 5 F
Bailey 14-012 2 M Lady 14-060 10mo F
Porter 14-014 4 M Layla 14-061 6 F
Piper 14-015 5 F Bliss 14-063 4 F
Silver 14-017 5 M Dutchess 14-064 8 F
Sagan 14-024 4 M Daisy 14-068 7 F

done it without our two sweet girls. One day, we done it without our two sweet girls. One day, we 
will have to say goodbye to Maggie, but she will will have to say goodbye to Maggie, but she will 
never have to say goodbye to us.

done it without our two sweet girls. One day, we 
will have to say goodbye to Maggie, but she will 

Name GRREAT ID# AgeAge Sex Name GRREAT ID#GRREAT ID# Age Sex

Coach 05-251 1010 M Abby 14-02914-029 6mo F
Buddy 06-193 88 M Tessa 14-03114-031 6 F

   ADOPTION REPORT
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Continued on page 13

I can’t keep my hands off any dogs I meet. My hands are on 
them, either just on them or constantly moving, flowing, 
kneading and I’m smiling into their eyes.  !After we’ve met, that is (I actually ignore the new dog, 
looking at him out of the corner of my eye, allowing him to 
approach and become comfortable with me first.) !
A Connection Between Us, A Continuation 
of Each Other !When out walking with my dog, if I meet a friend and stop 
to chat, one hand is on my dog’s head or shoulder, rubbing 
him into contentment. Even though my words and ears are 
focused on my friend, my body is focused on my best 
friend. I keep him aware of me so he doesn’t wander into 
trouble away from me. He eats it up! !
To Pet or Not to Pet Your  Pet (And How to Pet) !Pat, Pet, Touch, Feel. Massage! !We were about halfway through the workshop. Several pairs 
of students’ eyes were glued on me, scrutinizing my 
demonstration as I took them step-by-step through the 
routine. Other participants were watching what their own 
hands were doing. !Suddenly, we were interrupted by a loud snore of the canine 
kind! !“Ah,” I thought to myself, smiling, “It’s working. Massage 
really works!” !

Wendy Kavanagh says it best 
in her book, Dog Massage, 
“Massage is pure magic. It 
calms your dog’s nerves, 
boosts confidence, improves 
responses, soothes aches and 
pains, stimulates muscle 
tone, promotes a gleaming, 
healthy coat, and creates that 
extra-special bond between 
you both.” !What is Massage? !Many owners think, “Why 
should I massage my dog? I 
pet him every day.” True, but 
chances are that you don’t 
pet him all over. You may 
concentrate just on the 
shoulders or ears because he 
loves that. Each time I do a 
mini-massage demo at a dog 
walk or other dog function, 
chances are that I find a lump 
or bump the owner has 
missed. Then I recommend a 
call to their veterinarian. !A dictionary defines massage as “the gentle, deliberate 

manipulation of muscles, skin, connective tissue and 
adipose tissue to promote increased circulation.” That means 
good stuff like oxygen and ‘food’ is delivered to body cells 
via the circulatory system quicker while the cell’s waste 
products such as carbon dioxide are more quickly removed 
by the blood, thus promoting quicker healing or recovery.  !Dr. Michael Fox has called massage, “. . . an essential of 
health care like grooming, feeding and exercising.” !Massage is a purposeful, loving ritual that your dog will 
come to adore. !Setting the Stage !Find a quiet location, the same location for each massage. 
Turn off your cell phone: you can even turn the lights down 
and put on soft, soothing music. Classical music rather than 
country western but I wouldn’t choose The 1812 Overture. 
Choose a time, perhaps every Saturday afternoon around 3 
pm and set out your dog’s massage towel (or a yoga mat or 
piece of carpet). !The towel then become’s Spot’s spot: it smells comfortable 
and, after a while, is imbued with relaxing memories. A 
towel is also quite portable so you can engage in a canine 
massage on a long car trip or when moving to a new house. !Fido should not have just eaten a meal but neither should his 
stomach be growling with hunger. I, too, have not just eaten 
a hamburger: there is nothing more distracting to a carnivore 
than hamburger breath! 
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in her book, Dog Massage, 
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calms your dog’s nerves, 

Give your Dog a GRREAT Massage! !
by Skye Anderson



I wash my hands with warm water and generally have fairly 
short nails so I don’t inadvertently scratch my best friend. I 
avoid perfume and dangly jewelry like swinging earrings, 
large gem rings, charm bracelets and long necklaces. !I used to ask my clients if there was any place on their dog 
that they cannot touch. I have since learned to be more 
specific: I now ask things like, can you pick up each paw, 
can you twirl his tail, do you brush your dog’s teeth, and so 
on. !At this point, I emphasize that today’s massage is one for 
healthy dogs and the average person rather than an arthritic 
dog or one recovering from surgery. This type of massage 
has the prime purpose, besides relaxing the dog, of 
strengthening the bond between human and canine – a 
worthy goal indeed. !Benefits (Why Massage) !Why not? You love massages yourself, so, why not Fido? 
You will find you are a hands-on person when it comes to 
dogs, you will be petting your dog more often, in more 
places. You will become familiar with his bones, his 
muscles, any sensitive spots. You will find out what he 
prefers. You will be able to assess (and therefore, maintain) 
his health. Massage can be calming and stress-releasing, 
leading to self-healing. 
Above all, massage increases circulation. It maintains range 
of motion and flexibility – something we all need as we 
grow older. Massage can stimulate muscles to strengthen 
them. It can help increase internal self-awareness in your 
dogs, and most of all, because it is a shared experience, will 
strengthen the bond between you. !Different Strokes for Different Folks !How To. . . .  !Touch is universally understood and makes us feel better. 
We hug ourselves when cold, put pressure on a jaw when 
we have a toothache.  !However, this is the dog’s massage, not ours: he is in 
control. He takes what he needs from what we have to give 
– no more and no less. Don’t take it personally if he gets up 
before you are finished: he may be finished. He works on 
the internals while we merely facilitate. 

Do What You Can with What You Have !During a relaxing massage such as this, there is no need to 
reposition your dog, no need to turn him over to massage 
the left side after you have finished with the right side. You 
can do the other side next time perhaps.  !You can even massage your dog in a sitting position. 
Chances are that he will love it so much he will just “melt” 
and slide into a “Down” so you can massage more of him. !You can do so many things with your hands. You can 
massage your dog with fingers spread apart or touching, 
with a curved hand, the palm, the back, the sides of your 
hand, with the tips of the fingers, or just the thumb – even 
with your knuckles. Remember to relax. This is not the time 
for busy fingers. !The most important thing I try to get across in my 
workshops is to slow down and be gentle. Think of putting 
Fido to sleep rather than revving him up! !You also want to ‘go with the grain.’ Stroke in the direction 
of the fur for a relaxing massage, away from the heart. This 
increases arterial flow and is relaxing (stroking towards the 
heart is more enervating and increases venous flow). !
Begin at the Beginning and Remember, !
Hands are for healing, not for hurting!
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can you twirl his tail, do you brush your dog’s teeth, and so 

At this point, I emphasize that today’s massage is one for 
healthy dogs and the average person rather than an arthritic 
dog or one recovering from surgery. This type of massage 
has the prime purpose, besides relaxing the dog, of 
strengthening the bond between human and canine – a 

Why not? You love massages yourself, so, why not Fido? 

workshops is to slow down and be gentle. Think of putting 
Fido to sleep rather than revving him up! 

You also want to ‘go with the grain.’ Stroke in the direction 
of the fur for a relaxing massage, away from the heart. This 
increases arterial flow and is relaxing (stroking towards the 
heart is more enervating and increases venous flow). 

Begin at the Beginning and Remember, 

Hands are for healing, not for hurting!

I wash my hands with warm water and generally have fairly 
short nails so I don’t inadvertently scratch my best friend. I 
avoid perfume and dangly jewelry like swinging earrings, 
large gem rings, charm bracelets and long necklaces. 

I used to ask my clients if there was any place on their dog 

with a curved hand, the palm, the back, the sides of your 
hand, with the tips of the fingers, or just the thumb – even 
with your knuckles. Remember to relax. This is not the time 
for busy fingers. 

The most important thing I try to get across in my 

I wash my hands with warm water and generally have fairly 
short nails so I don’t inadvertently scratch my best friend. I 
avoid perfume and dangly jewelry like swinging earrings, 

I used to ask my clients if there was any place on their dog 

workshops is to slow down and be gentle. Think of putting 
Fido to sleep rather than revving him up! 

You also want to ‘go with the grain.’ Stroke in the direction 
of the fur for a relaxing massage, away from the heart. This 
increases arterial flow and is relaxing (stroking towards the 
heart is more enervating and increases venous flow). 

  GRREAT Dog Wash Fundraiser !
GRREAT is holding a fundraiser dog wash 
from September 29th - October 11th at:  !
             Weber's Pet Supermarket  
           2599 John Milton Dr.  
           Herndon, VA 
 	
GRREAT will receive $10.00 from each 
$16.00 dog wash. The dog wash is a self-

service wash: tub, water, 
shampoo, towels, high-
velocity dryers, and tasty 
treats are provided.  All 
you need to do is provide 
the dog.   !
Hours: Mon–Fri 10a–7p 
(last bath 6:30pm) and 
Saturday 10a–5p (last 
bath 4:30pm). Closed on 
Sundays. 
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GRREAT will receive $10.00 from each 
$16.00 dog wash. The dog wash is a self-

service wash: tub, water, 
shampoo, towels, high-
velocity dryers, and tasty 
treats are provided.  All 
you need to do is provide 
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1 cup Rice flour 
1/3 cup Garbanzo bean flour 
1 Egg 

6oz Salmon, pureed 
1/2 tsp Fennel, ground  
1 Tbsp Salmon oil

                               Salmon Delights 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Puree salmon and mix with rest of ingredients.  If  dough is too 
dry add a little water, if too sticky add more flour.  Flour surface with either rice, tapioca or 
regular flour.  Roll out dough to ¼  inch and cut into shapes.  Bake for 30-40 minutes until 
desired crunchiness. Makes about 5-6 dozen treats.  Keep in a cool place or freeze.

 Peanut Butter Oat Leaves 
!
!
!Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Combine all 
ingredients and roll out dough.  Add flour if too 
sticky or water if too dry.  Cut into leaf shapes for 
fall.  Bake on parchment paper for about 20-25 
minutes or until desired crispness.  

1 cup Rice flour 
3/4 cup Quinoa flour 
2 Eggs 

1/2 cup Oats 
1/2 cup Peanut Butter 
1 Tbsp Vegetable oil

                               Salmon Delights                                Salmon Delights                                Salmon Delights 

Golden  
   Recipes

By Holly Meckling Rich



Beefy Christmas Trees 
!
!
!
Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Combine all ingredients.  If dough too sticky add more flour, if too dry add 
more water.  Roll out dough and cut into Christmas trees!!!  Bake on parchment paper for about 20-25 
minutes until desired crispness. Wheat Grass is believed to have anti-inflammatory properties, anti-cancer 
properties, be a good detox agent for the body, and is full of lots of nutrients and micronutrients. 

1 cup Rice flour 
4 tsp Wheatgrass, powdered 
1/2 cup Coconut flour 

1 Egg 
2 small jars, Beef/Gravy baby food 
2 Tbsp Parsley, dried 

2 Tbsp Bacon fat 
2 Tbsp Water 

Preheat oven to 300 degrees. Combine all ingredients except the tomato paste.  Separate the dough into a 2/3rd 
and 1/3rd piece.  Set aside the 2/3rd piece and cover to keep from drying out.  Add the tomato paste to the 1/3rd 
piece.  Add additional rice flour 1 tablespoonful at a time until the dough is workable. Starting with a small 
piece of each colored dough, roll between both hands and transfer to a hard surface. Continue rolling on hard 
surface until you form equal widths of dough ropes. Set the two color ropes side by side and cut to length. 
Transfer to cookie sheet lined with parchment paper and twist dough to form candy canes or sticks. If dough 
dries out while working just add a small amount of water.  Bake for 20-30 minutes until desired crunchiness.

1 cup Rice flour 
1 cup Tapioca flour 

4 Tbsp Tomato paste 
2 small jars, Chicken/Gravy baby food 

1 Egg

Candy Cane Treats 
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Pumpkin Jack-O-Lantern Treats 
!
!
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Combine all ingredients.  If dough is too sticky, add more rice flour, if too dry, add 
a bit of water.  Roll out and cut into pumpkins. Decorate by cutting out faces, or leave solid. If you leave solid 
they will puff up, but will be flat if faces are cut out.  Bake for about 20-25 minutes until desired crispness.  
Turmeric has natural anti-inflammatory and anti-cancer properties.

1 cup Rice flour 
1 cup Tapioca flour 

1 Egg 
1/2 cup 100% Pumpkin, pureed 

2 tsp Turmeric 
2 Tbsp Salmon oil



  On Thanksgiving Eve high in North Carolina’s Blue Ridge 
Mountains we experienced . . . but wait! I should ease into 
narrating details of the terrifying confrontation we narrowly 
survived at 4,200 feet. 
  The appeal of a Wolf Laurel Ski Resort Thanksgiving was 
driven by the fantasy of roasting a wild turkey (Meleagris 
gallopavo silvestris), a fantasy fueled by the image of these 
gastronomic delights gobbling and crashing their way 
through the primal forest, eager to offer themselves up as our 
Thanksgiving dinner. Undiscouraged by Charley’s warning 
that hunting season for this particular feral fowl was several 
weeks off, I was confident, with canine assistance, I could 
run one down in this remote wilderness. 
  At 4:00 am Thanksgiving Eve morning it was 22 degrees 
and snowing which, preceded by sleet the day before, 
effected a surreal stillness and a spectacular winter 
wonderland in our mountain solitude. Being snowed in 
wasn’t an issue; we’d laid in plenty of provisions including a 
pickup load of aged oak and locust firewood. 
  The thing is, the only turkeys I’d seen in two days was a 
gaggle walking alongside a logging trail, none of which 
volunteered to adorn our table, and tomorrow was  
Thanksgiving.  We were expecting company and Lucy, was 
in a plucking mood; me and th’boys had work to do! 

  Locals assured me, “Y’all ain’t likely t’see no grizzlies in 
these parts, but they’s some proper mean black bear up whur 
you’re at, some uv’em weighin’ in at 400 pound, mebbe more. 
You gotta make noise –lotsa noise. Like a peacock in matin’ 
season! And you best watch them dawgs! We call them 
Retrievers you got ‘Bear Bait’ round here!” 
  I may be what they call a “City Slicker” in these parts, but I 
quickly deduced that noise sufficient to alert bears of our 
presence is most likely mutually exclusive with any idea of 
sneaking up on a wild turkey! Doubts commenced to creep 
in, doubts we’d be tasting wild turkey this Thanksgiving . . . 
  The snow was tapering off. Temperature was 27, snow, 
powdery and light, at about 5 inches. I could easily shovel off 
the steep driveway in the morning allowing Charley’s Ram 
1500 Pickup to negotiate the 43 degree angle up to our A-

Frame. Right now, though, it was early afternoon and me’n 
th’Boys were about to set out to avoid a bear while nabbing a 
wild turkey for tomorrow’s dinner. 
  Now, I was about to discover that a host of deceitful, 
menacing, vicious, double-crossing – even dangerous – wild 
things reside in this high wilderness. We were only a couple 
miles from Bald Mountain considered, as are 4 or 5 other 
nearby summits, to be the highest mountain peak east of the 
Mississippi. I’d be surprised if creatures, unseen and 
unknown, didn’t lived in the foreboding wilderness. I mean, 
BigFoot, Prehistoric SeaMonsters, including Loch Ness-Type 
Monsters . . . who knows? All I now know is we were soon to 
have a blood-curdling experience with just such a beast! 
  Eli, Marlowe, and I set forth, armed with Bear Safe-Guard 
Mace® “Specially Formulated to Repulse the Baddest 
Bear©.“  I, in my Duluth Catalogue High Country Insulated 
Boots®, Horchow Insulated Ski Parka and Gloves® and 
Sitka Sub-Zero Pants®; Eli and Marlowe sporting mildly-
weathered paws and manicured nails. We were not to be 
trifled with! 
  Starting down the hill from our car park I felt an 
overpowering sense of . . . power, superiority I guess.  
Backed up by Eli and Marlowe, trained to kill, we set out to 
tame the wilds. 
  Couple steps, our A-Frame still in sight, I suddenly looked 
up to see an obviously hungry beast, a merciless, 
unscrupulous species . . . 

  Man . . . I shot outa my Duluth Catalogue High Country 
Insulated Boots® while emptying the entire contents of my 
Bear Safe-Guard Mace® straight up into a tree limb, and 
made it back, to the A-Frame and Lucy, only minutes before 
th’Boys! 
  Thanksgiving Day, knowing it was their only chance at 
Thanksgiving dinner, Charley and Mildred arrived, 
accompanied by a sixteen-pound Butterball® turkey. While 
Lucy retrieved my boots, gloves and socks I regaled them 
with the account of how I had heroically protected my boys 
from whatever menace lurked out there . . .

  Man . . . I shot outa my Duluth Catalogue High Country 
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 A Wild Mountain Thanksgiving

By Robert Moore



*denotes total contribution of $100-$499 
**denotes total contribution of $500-$999 
***denotes total contribution of $1000 or more

Thank You for  Your Donat ions 
February 9, 2014 thru May 18, 2014
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In Memory of…         !
Henry. Henry belonged to John Ganoe and he was rescued 
by John through your organization. -- Karen Anderson !
Summer Ingram. -- Melanie Folstad* !
Nikita. -- Howard Smiga !
Jack, a very special Golden, and in honor of Jeannie and 
Ken Blood for giving him the best forever home. -- John 
and Jack Kintzing !
Juliet (known as Princess Juliet at home) who adopted my 
brother and sister-in-law, David and Donna Bea Tillman in 
2007. -- Janet Tillman* !
Libbie Schroeder. -- Heather Anderson* !
Moosie (12-129).  We loved her so much and learned from 
her the joy of living and loving each and every day. -- 
Martha VanLandingham* !
"Misty," our first Golden Girl. -- Mary and Douglas John* !
Mackey.  While he died way too young, Mackey was so 
lucky to have had such a devoted family, the Feldmans, 
care for him.  He clearly was a very special dog. -- M. 
Susaanti Follingstad !
Scout 13-101 and Mischief 07-143. – Diane Lanigan* !
Samantha. -- Gay Schonbrunn* !
My neighbor Jeanne Robinson.  She passed away earlier 
this year but I was so shocked by her sudden passing that I 
never thought to make a donation to GRREAT in her name.  
Golden Retrievers were always part of her life. -- Mary 
Portelly !

Betty Ann Schwan, Stevensville, MD who loved life, her 
husband Charlie, and her children including her 2 furry 
children, Sandy and Brady. -- Margaret Zitch !
Our GRREAT dogs Casey, Sundance, Sassy and Buddy. We 
miss you all! -- Julie M Palais !
Mary and Ken Collings' beloved Keona. -- Sarah Navia and 
Harry Sethna !
In Honor of… !
Kellie Schroeder Bock. -- Jonathan Chace !
Wonderful GRREAT volunteers. -- Neal and Judy 
McKinley* !
Our dear colleague, Natalie Hubbard, for her tireless 
support of the BIO Food and Agricultural Section. We are a 
better organization because of her. -- Cathleen Enright* !
Bailey, a beloved member of the Doug Cohen and Jen 
Frazier family. -- Robert Morin* !
The Golbeck-Burghardt Wedding. -- Allison Druin* !
Champ (08-096) a beautiful golden retriever we adopted 
last July 26, 2013.  Sadly Champ died suddenly and 
completely unexpected last Saturday while enjoying a 
walk.  Our vet suspects he had a heart attack and reassures 
us that he died quickly and painlessly.  We are, of course, 
terribly sad.  Champ was a loving, gentle, and joyful dog 
who added so much to our lives in the year we spent with 
him.  We just wish we had had many more years together.  
We hope to adopt another golden later this year, and make 
this small donation in recognition of the wonderful work 
you do bringing Goldens and people together. -- Ginny and 
Porter O'Neill* !
Laura Mason's Birthday. -- Jill Peck !
Golbeck-Burghardt Wedding. -- Derek Richer* !
To Help With Costs… 
For Casey 14-019 Vet bills - The enclosed donation is given 
to pay for Casey 14-019, medical expenses.  Thank you for 
rescuing this sweet older guy and for allowing us to foster 
him.  We are failed fosters again.  He stole our hearts and 
we have very soft spots for the older ones.  Casey is doing 
GRREAT! -- Tim and Linda Daniel** !
To help with your care for Golden Retrievers. -- Marshall 
and Edith Schy !

Continued on page 18

Sheryle and Jeanne Robinson 
Judith and Stephen 
Urbanczyk* 
Deborah and Harold Malone* 
Donna Tillman* 
Chris and Lori Summers** 
Shelby Walker*** 
Donald Dufford** 
Peggy Fowler 
Kaitlyn Baird 
Jamie Becker



Leo’s Corner 
Leo’s Pals (up to $99) !
Michael Grossblatt !
Leo’s Angels ($100-499) 
  !
Leo’s Heroes ($500+) !
In honor of our very dear Angel. our best friend. -- 
Jim and Ginny Hayes !
Chief’s Fund !!
Simile-Finale Fund !
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Donations !
 (Continued from page 17)

GRREAT operates three funds for dogs with special needs. 
The Leo Fund provides surgical care, the Simile-Finale 
Fund provides holistic and alternative therapies 
(acupuncture, swim therapy, etc.), and Chief’s Fund 
provides MRI diagnostics.  !To support these funds, make the selection on the online 
donation page www.grreat.org/donate/donorinfo.htm) or 
mention the fund in a letter with your contribution by 
mail.   Thank you!

For Other Reasons… !
In celebration of Jessie and Dan Pickard's anniversary 
and Jessie's birthday! -- Barbara Boyd* !
For Polo & Molly.  In honor of Trish Collier. -- Nancy 
and Dave Smith* !
For Polo, In memory of Amber Boch (05-180). -- David 
and Teresa Concordia !
This donation is being made by your family at 
Chesapeake Pediatrics in celebration of your nuptials! 
Very best wishes to Jim, Jane, and Kasey! -- Adrienne 
Nadeau* !
In dedication of the Golbeck-Burghardt wedding.  We're 
thrilled to donate in honor of this joyous event! -- 
Debbie Diener and Gary Hauptman* !
In Support for all they do for Golden Retrievers, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hotop. -- Meredith Gelman* !
Thanks to GRREAT for saving Briscoe (12-152),  he is 
the light of our lives. -- Mike & Betsy Damitz* !
In the name of Laura Mason.  Happy Birthday, Laura! -- 
Martha Quinn !
Corporate Giving !
Fannie Mae Matching Gift Donation** !
America's Charities* -- Donors: Barbara and Mark 
Forster, Heather Lay, Linda and Craig Wensley, !
HSPD Enterprise/Hale Pet Door Rescue Rewards 
Program --  Jeff Twining !
Igive.com – Proceeds through Jan. 2014. !
The Snyder Foundation for Animals*** !
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts Program* – 
Anonymous donor !
TE Connectivity Matching Gift Program* -- Anonymous 
donor !
Microsoft Matching Gift Program** !
Fidelity* -- Jeff and Kay Fracher !!

To make a donation, go to www.grreat.org/donatesupport/

Forever Friends 
Memorials can be seen here: 
http://grreat.org/foreverfriends/index.htm !
Sponsor Me! !For Humble 12-143. -- Lawrence and Elizabeth Tyler !
To help in the care of Special Needs Goldens Tessie and 
Zak. -- Helen Skiba-Powell and Eugene Powell* !
In honor of Jessie and Dan Pickard's Anniversary and 
Jessie's Birthday. For Molly 14-023, Stevie 08-208 and 
Bubby (13-032). We also can't forget Odie - the 
awesome hiking companion. – Carolyn Beyer !
For Faeden (12-077). -- Mike Grossblatt !
For Hunter (11-076), in memory of Hannah Leopold.     
-- Jenifer Frazier !
Everett and Darrah Opdahl

To make a donation, go to www.grreat.org/donatesupport/

Support GRREAT simply by walking your dog!  
Walk for a Dog is a simple app that promotes healthy 
interaction between you and your dog, and raises 
money every day to support GRREAT.  Go to 
wooftrax.com and install the free Android or iPhone 
app, and start taking your Walk for a Dog every day. 



To make a donation, go to www.grreat.org/donatesupport/.

   HERE’S A DONATION  
q I’d like to make a donation to GRREAT for 
 _____________________________________       
        
_________________________________________  

q In honor of  
_____________________________________ 

q In memory of  
_____________________________________ 

q To thank  
_____________________________________ 

All donations are tax deductible and are        
gratefully acknowledged in GRREAT News.

Checks should be made payable to GRREAT. 
Please mail forms with your contribution to: 
GRREAT, P.O. Box 190, Merrifield, VA 22116 

   MEMBERSHIP FORM  
q New Member           q Renewal  

Name ________________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________       

q Mark here if this is an address or name change  

Phone ( ____)________________________________              
E-mail Address______________________________  

Mark as many as applicable:  

q I am enclosing $40 for my 2014 membership dues.  

q I am enclosing a tax-deductible donation of $______.  

q I am interested in becoming a GRREAT Volunteer.  

         (Please fill out and return Volunteer form as well).  

q II am enclosing $10 (each) for a 2014 Golden                                                                      
 Membership(s). Please write name of dog(s).              

         _________________________________________________  

q I am interested in donating the following services or 
 supplies to GRREAT:           

 _________________________________________________          

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED  

Please complete this form to volunteer. Return to:  

GRREAT  
Attention: Volunteer Coordinator  
P.O. Box 190, Merrifield, VA 22116  

Name ___________________________________________  

Street ___________________________________________  

City, State, Zip____________________________________  

E-mail Address ____________________________________  

Home Phone (______)_____________________________  

Cell Phone (______)_______________________________  

Work Phone (______)______________________________  

OK to call at work?      q Yes      q No  

Please indicate any area of interest.  

The appropriate GRREAT Coordinator will contact you 
for more information.  

_____ Become a foster home for GRREAT dogs  

_____ Help at Adoption Events, Education Events,  
 Fundraising & Micro-chipping Clinics            

_____ Transport GRREAT dogs (to/from vet, animal 
 shelter, etc.)            

_____ Perform home visits for potential adopters prior to 
 adoption            
_____ Additional Information or Comments:  

_________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________  

This form can be filled out online at 
http://www.grreat.org/how-to-help/volunteer-form/ 
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http://www.grreat.org/how-to-help/volunteer-form/
http://www.grreat.org/how-to-help/volunteer-form/
http://www.grreat.org/donatesupport/
http://www.grreat.org/donatesupport/


Please be sure to submit your adoption application at least four weeks prior to the Adoption Day. 
We cannot approve applications on the spot.

GOLDEN RETRIEVER RESCUE, EDUCATION AND TRAINING
P.O. Box 190 
Merrifield, VA 22116

GRREAT Calendar of Events
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Adoption Day	

October 4 @ 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm  

Weber’s Pet Supermarket 
2599 John Milton Dr.	

Herndon, VA 20171	
!!

Acumen Solutions 	

Race for a Cause TM	


8K Run and 1 Mile Fun Run	

Sunday, October19, 2014 

Arlington, VA	

For more details, Call 703-477-5509	


Register & Choose GRREAT	


GRREAT 3K Walk w/Dogs	
!Saturday, October 25, 2014 
Weber’s Pet Supermarket – Rear Parking Lot 

11021 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA !
CHECK our website for Adoption Days 

and even more event dates!

There is a rescue for Golden Retrievers? This is a commonly asked question at the 
numerous events in which GRREAT participates. When people discover that GRREAT 
takes in about 250 dogs every year, you can see the shock and amazement on their 
faces and you can hear it in their voices. People know that Golden Retrievers are such 
good dogs, so they can’t help but wonder “Why would anyone give up a Golden?” It is 
because of comments such as these that GRREAT attends events to help educate the 
public on the need for rescue and the Golden Retriever breed. GRREAT is always 
looking for and in need of committed volunteers who wish to give some of their time 
to attend events. For a list of upcoming events go to http://www.grreat.org/events/. For 
more information on any event, please e-mail events@grreat. org and if you wish to 
volunteer at any event, please e-mail volunteer@grreat.org.

Adoption Day
October 4 @ 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm  

Weber’s Pet Supermarket 

Acumen Solutions
Race for a Cause TM

8K Run and 1 Mile Fun Run

takes in about 250 dogs every year, you can see the shock and amazement on their 
faces and you can hear it in their voices. People know that Golden Retrievers are such 
good dogs, so they can’t help but wonder “Why would anyone give up a Golden?” It is 
because of comments such as these that GRREAT attends events to help educate the 
public on the need for rescue and the Golden Retriever breed. GRREAT is always 
looking for and in need of committed volunteers who wish to give some of their time 
to attend events. For a list of upcoming events go to http://www.grreat.org/events/. For 
more information on any event, please e-mail events@grreat. org and if you wish to 
volunteer at any event, please e-mail volunteer@grreat.org.

Paige Beyer 
Enjoying Autumn

OCTOBER
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