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Humble and Grateful

H

umble (12-143) is a 14 year old
golden girl, with a very sweet and
lovable personality. She was
surrendered by her previous owner to
GRREAT in November 2012, and placed in
a foster home for about 2 months with
several other goldens in the home. Due to
Humble's history of protecting her food,
she did not do well in a foster home with
other dogs, so GRREAT placed her in
another foster home that didn't have any
other pets. It seems Humble struck gold
and not only found another foster home in
January 2013, but a home where she
became the center of my world. I had just
completed my application to become a first
time foster mom and within a week, I
received a call from GRREAT stating they
had a golden for me to foster. Humble
came into my life, just at the right moment.

by Jennifer Jones

Humble brings so much joy to my life,
which had become mundane, routine and
not very exciting lately. Humble brought me
back to life after I lost my golden boy,
Bacardi, to hemangio-sarcoma. I was going
into a very deep, dark hole after losing him
and never thought I would see the
brightness in my life again. Bacardi was my
heart dog and helped me deal with my
chronic pain more than any human ever
could. I felt lost and really didn't know how
I was going to cope with his loss on my
own. At the same time Bacardi died, I was
approved for a service dog and wondered
how I was going to go through the 2 year
waiting process of obtaining my service
dog, without my golden boy by my side. I
couldn't imagine not having a golden in my
life for that length of time. Humble came to
me a month to the day after my golden boy
went to the Rainbow Bridge. It was the
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hardest and loneliest month I have
ever experienced. My pain increased
tenfold and I was having diﬃculty
just getting through the day. The
pain I felt, not just in my body, but in
my heart was excruciating. I never
realized how much an animal
companion helped me with my
chronic pain until I didn't have one in
my life. Humble was like a guardian
angel. She changed my life forever
and truly “humbled” me. I didn't just
rescue Humble on that day in
January, I believe she saved me from
a deep depression. She turned my
life around and helped me see the
light at the end of this dark tunnel of
grief I was going through. I no longer
had to go through it alone, Humble
was a gift, and I believe my golden
boy sent her to me. I know in my
heart he fulfilled his purpose and
brought me Humble to not only help
me, but for me to help her.
Sadly, Humble was diagnosed in
May 2013 with the painful eye
disease of pigmentary uveitis in both
of her eyes. The right eye was worse
than the left, and she was also
diagnosed with Glaucoma in her
right eye. There were no local
ophthalmologists for Humble’s care,
so I had to make the long trip to
Annapolis, Maryland. With kindness
and diligence, Dr. Hyman of the Eye
Care Center for Animals in Annapolis
did everything she could to save
Humble's right eye. Humble was
given four diﬀerent eye drops daily
for several weeks to keep the
pressure normal in her right eye, but
all eﬀorts failed and it was decided
by Dr. Hyman and GRREAT to give
Humble an injection in her right eye
to try to break up the clot and lower
her eye pressure. Unfortunately, this
was only a temporary fix and within
a week, Humble's eye pressure was
so high in her right eye, causing
excruciating pain, she had to
undergo an enucleation (removal of
eye) in June. Humble continues to
Cont’d on page 5
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Rookie Report: Goldstock Camp 2013
By Gwyn Donohue
For years, I’d read about Goldstock Camp
over Labor Day weekend in the GRREAT
newsletter, and always thought it was
something I’d like to try. The timing was
never right, until this year...
After asking GRREAT Events Coordinator,
Carolyn Beyer, about 100 questions, I took
the plunge and registered.
Chatham, Sundae and I had a blast. There
were about 250 other Golden Retriever
lovers and their dogs, and no, Sundae
was not the only non-Golden. There were
also Labrador Retrievers, mixed-breeds,
and part of our cabin’s crew of four
women and six dogs were two long-haired
Dachshunds.

All the rescue groups had space in the
Activity Center where they sold
merchandise throughout the weekend.
Goldstock is the primary fundraiser for the
year for many of the groups. There’s
merchandise sales, a silent and live
auction, contests such as Sweetest Dog
and raﬄes of gift baskets and other
goodies.
GRREAT dog, Stevie, won Sweetest Girl,
bringing in more than $1,500 in donations.
Stevie really is the sweetest dog, she’s a
four and a half year old Golden who has
been blind since birth.

The campers, some who have been
coming for each of the 16 years Goldstock
has been held, embrace the event with
enthusiasm. They decorate their cars, their
cabins and their dogs.

Stevie is a long-term foster dog cared for
by GRREAT Adoption Coordinator, Jessie
Pickard, and her husband Dan. She gets
around by touch, so reaches out with her
forelegs in what looks like a goosestep to
avoid running into things. She completely
trusts the people around her, and knows
to stop when told, “Careful!” and to step
up to ascend stairs when she hears, “Up!”
Golf carts seemed to be the primary mode
of transportation, and they usually carried
at least one very comfortable-looking dog.
Then again, we’re talking Golden
Retrievers here, folks. Everywhere you
looked there were passed-out pups.
Snuggling with their toys. Making sure
tennis balls were safe.

GRREAT dog Odie, who also belongs to
Jessie and Dan, won Fastest Retriever
with a laser-like focus when swimming out
to beat all the other dogs to the tennis ball
thrown in the lake. Here he is sporting his
Champion medal.

The highlight of the weekend for me,
however, was unlimited access to the lake
and docks. The girls spent many hours
every day jumping oﬀ the dock after tennis
balls. I have to say the accommodations
were definitely rough. Not as bad as tent
camping, but no air conditioning, showers
that took forever to get warm, and bunks
that seemed to attract my head like a
magnet. I cracked my noggin so many
times I fear there’s permanent damage.
The sacrifice of comfort was well worth it
to spend a few days with some wonderful
people who are so very passionate about
saving dogs in need.

I love how fearless she is, eagerly greeting
new dog friends with tail wags and sniﬀs,
and cocking her head to better hear when
humans tell her what a good girl she is.
There were activities every day, including
“serious” competitions like Dock Diving
and Fastest Retriever; fun competitions
like Sassiest Walk; and demonstrations of
Agility, Rally-o, bird retrieving, and more.
Everywhere you looked there was
a spoiled-rotten, happy dog, and that dog
always had their favorite person right
there, enjoying spending quality time
together. It put a smile on my face that
lasted all weekend.
Gwyn Donohue is a GRREAT home visit
volunteer who writes the Two Dog Tales
blog (www.twodogtales.wordpress.com) for
dog owners in the greater DC area.

3

Maisy’s Journey with Fibrocartilaginous Emboli (FCE):
Life Lessons for Dogs and Humans Alike by Judy Gresser
arch 30, 2012… How to
go from a tropical
vacation to a living
nightmare in the mere
blink of an eye. Winding down from
a visit with my parents in Naples, FL,
my husband, Lee, had returned to
Baltimore and work, while I extended
my stay a few days before packing
up our canine crew for the road trip
north and home.
The evening of March 30 started
out with the usual routine of an
evening walk with our GRREAT
Goldens, Bailey (7) and Maisy (4)
along the lakes in my parents’ gated
community.
Near the end of the
walk, Maisy appeared to lose her
balance in her hind legs and went
down on her rump, but quickly got
back up, seemed fine and we
headed back.
At the house
entrance, again her back legs gave
out and she went down, this time,
unable to get up. Understandably
alarmed, my Mom and I found an
emergency animal clinic nearby and
headed there immediately. The vet
on duty, after an exam and x-ray, felt
her sudden paralysis was due to
either a herniated disc or sudden
onset of an FCE, fibrocartilaginous
emboli, a situation where a tiny piece
of the cartilage in the spine breaks
oﬀ and causes a blockage, resulting
in paralysis. Maisy would need an
MRI and a veterinary neurosurgery
consultation.
These veterinary
specialists are few in number, there
being just over 50 in the entire
country. We were, indeed, fortunate
that there was one practicing in a
specialty veterinary hospital in South
Naples.
We left for Naples
immediately as time is critical. The
critical care veterinarian on duty at
Animal Specialty Hospital of Florida
admitted Maisy and would contact
the neurologist/neurosurgeon on
staﬀ, Dr. Michelle Carnes.
Dr. Carnes came in that night
examined Maisy and did the MRI,
which confirmed the diagnosis as an
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FCE. She carefully explained the
d i a g n o s i s , M a i s y ’s c o n d i t i o n ,
treatment and concerns. She felt
optimistic that Maisy had a good
chance of recovery – “she’s young,
slim, great body condition, alert and
animated”, and was started on IV
cortisone. Then, the complications
began rolling in, starting with a
serious GI bleed from the cortisone
IV. That treated, she also was unable
to empty her bladder or bowel due
to the paralysis from the FCE. The
nursing staﬀ expressed her bladder
for her throughout the day but with
this problem comes a propensity to
develop urinary tract infections. Yet,
Maisy’s joie de vivre personality
quickly endeared her to the hospital
staﬀ. She was started on a physical
rehab program, both active and
passive range of motion, water
treadmill, e-stim to help “wake up”
the nerve-muscle fiber pathways.
The policy at ASH is family welcome
24/7/365 and Dr. Carnes encourages
as much family participation as
possible. It was great to visit her
every day and help with her PT. Lee
flew down every few months to visit
as well.
Despite using every modality
available, and after 9 months of daily
PT as an inpatient, Maisy just was
unable to recover her ability to walk
or void her bladder. Yet, she was
compensating and adapting to her
new situation and was always,
always alert and happy. A custommade cart gave her the mobility she
craved and allowed her to explore
the hospital on her own after hours
and chase tennis balls. Her primary
nurse, Carrie, signed she and Maisy
up to participate in a Breast Cancer
Awareness fundraiser, The Stiletto
Strut, a fun and crazy walk down
Fifth Avenue in Naples. Both decked
out in pink from head to toe, oﬀ they
went!
As if her new situation weren’t
enough, while still an inpatient,
Maisy developed a growth on the
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Maisy and Bailey Gresser

gum in her lower jaw that rapidly
increased in size. The ASH general
surgeon felt that aggressive surgical
intervention was necessary as these
lesions, though local, have “deep
roots”.
He resected a portion of
Maisy’s lower jaw, removing about 2
inches of her jaw, one canine tooth
and a couple of adjacent incisors in a
wide margin for safety. The biopsy
confirmed his diagnosis; she recovered
uneventfully and is her usual happy
self, just a little diﬀerent plus an even
sloppier drinker, if that was possible,
but truly no big deal in the grand
scheme of things.
In preparation for her eventual
transition to home life, we enjoyed
several daylong visits at my Mom’s
house, progressing to overnight stays
Cont’d on page 5

Humble

Maisy’s Journey
(Cont’d from page 4)

(Cont’d from page 1)

remain on four diﬀerent eye drops in hopes to control the
eye pressure so she won't lose her remaining eye.
Unfortunately, we have recently learned that Humble has
Glaucoma in her remaining eye and her optic nerve is so
damaged, she can no longer see and is now blind.
I am truly blessed to have Humble, she has made such
an impact in my daily life. I honestly don't know where I
would be or how I would have coped with everything that
has happened, if I didn't have her in my life. The support I
have received from everyone in GRREAT, my local vet, Dr.
Kevin Schengrund at the Hershey Veterinary Hospital,
and ophthalmologist, Dr. Jennifer Hyman at the Eye Care
for Animal has been exceptional. I know Humble is most
grateful, and is benefiting from the kindness and
generosity of everyone helping her to have a better life.
Not only has everyone enriched Humble's life, they have
enriched mine as well. I will be forever grateful.
The board voted on July 7, 2013, to make Humble a
long-term foster. I decided to make this date Humble's
birthday, and she celebrated her 14th birthday with me.
Since in her new foster home, Humble has won 1st place
in a couple photo contests! Humble loves to rest her
head on my lap while I eat and doesn't make a sound or
move the whole time, hoping she will get a small treat. I
make her special frosty paws frozen treats and give them
to her for being such a good girl. Humble's personality
has really blossomed, and she has turned into a true
velcro golden that loves to be around people following
me throughout the house to find out what I am doing. Not
only was I able to give Humble all the undivided attention
she so desperately needed, she has returned the love
and attention tenfold to me.
Humble loves to play with her stuﬀed ducky, along with
her many other stuﬀed toys I buy especially for her. She
loves to go for rides in the car, even the two hour trip to
Annapolis, MD. Humble loves car rides so much, after
taking her for a walk, she will firmly plant herself along
side my car and refuses to move until she gets a car ride,
even if it's just around the block. Humble loves to be
outside spending time with the neighborhood children,
and often has play dates with my neighbor's 1 yr. old
Shih Tzu. Her doggie friend will sometimes sit outside on
my porch and bark for Humble to come outside and play.
Even though Humble doesn't jump around and play, she
will paw at her friend while she lays in the grass and he
runs around her as fast as he can often jumping over her.
He will even give Humble little kisses on her face to let
her know that he loves her and Humble kisses him in
return.
Although we struggle sometimes as Humble learns to
navigate around her newly dark world, she’s never lost
her loving spirit for humans, and has proven that she still
has many golden days ahead of her. Humble will spend
the rest of her days enriching my life and the lives of the
people she meets along the way.

in anticipation for her discharge. As Maisy’s primary
caregiver, I had some skills to master – learning to fully
express her bladder, lifting her into and adjusting her
cart, and learning to keep all ten toes out of range when
she takes oﬀ in “her wheels”. Admittedly, there was a
learning curve.
Yes, we live a new reality in our house now, just as with
any special needs situation. The cost of her extended
hospitalization and rehab alone was daunting and there’s
no denying that Maisy’s care takes a significant chunk of
time each day, but we’re so happy to have “our pack”
reunited that we don’t dwell on the “if only” and the “why
us”. We all adapt and compensate. The dogs seem
content to be back in their familiar routine, be it the
traditional game of tug after breakfast, or curling up
together for a nap. It’s heartwarming to watch them,
secure in their shared life together. Bailey senses she’s a
little “diﬀerent” but overall it’s the same ol’ Maisy as she
continues to be the occasional thorn in his furry side,
teasing and tormenting him, albeit on a lower intensity
level.
Their trips to “the playground” are, yet again a
daily highlight.
A new activity, road trips to the new
beach house in Hatteras, NC sets the scene for new
adventures, with Maisy in her cart leading the way.
Life is STILL Good, and we wouldn’t have it any other
way!

Maisy 08-144

Editor’s Note:
Due to continuing eye-pressure, Humble had her remaining eye
removed on October 16, 2013. She is now back in the comfort of
her own home recuperating. Please consider sponsoring a Long
Term Foster dog like Humble and check out our Special Needs
Page: http://grreat.org/dogs/doglist_special.htm
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GRREAT Howliday Party
Kick oﬀ your Holiday Season by attending this year’s Howliday Party, which will take place at the Frederick County
Fairgrounds on Sunday, December 8, 2013 from 11am until 2:30pm. A party is always a good way to have a fun, relaxed
time while enjoying the company of good friends and your best four-legged friends. Lots of fun events such as 50/50 raﬄe,
doggie gift exchange, a silent auction and GRREAT merchandise guarantee a good time will be had by all.
The GRREAT Board will provide the main dishes such as meats and sides. Families are asked to bring snacks (chips and dip,
cheese and crackers, vegetable tray), beverages (canned soda and cases of bottled water), desserts (cookies, cakes,
pastries) to share. The party will be a POT LUCK.
IF YOUR LAST NAME BEGINS WITH THE FOLLOWING, PLEASE BRING:
T-Z: Beverages A-M: Snacks M-T: Desserts
ADMISSION: $20 per person or $30 per family.
*** Please note that the admission fee helps defray the cost of renting the facility. ***
RVSP: Please send an email to events@grreat.org, or call (703) 620-6593 and leave a message in Box 5. In order to ensure
we have enough food we would like to know your name, number of people and number dogs attending.
SILENT AUCTION: The silent auction will be held throughout the party to benefit GRREAT! We are looking for any items such
as toys and/or general dog products as well as gift baskets, gift certificates or cards, and handcrafted items from talented
artists. We can combine items together into baskets; no donation is too small! Please contact silentauction@grreat.org to
coordinate the drop oﬀ of your donated item(s). We'll need them by Sunday, November 27th.
DOGGIE GIFT EXCHANGE: Each of your dog(s) can “pick a gift,” if he/she brings a loosely wrapped doggie prize, under $5.
Gifts are placed on the floor, and each dog that brings a gift will have a chance to put their nose to work and retrieve a toy.
VOLUNTEER: As always, in order for our events to be as successful as they are, we need your help by volunteering a portion
of the time. No one will have to man a table the entire time. If you wish to volunteer, please email volunteer@grreat.org.
We hope that you and your best friends can join us for the holiday celebration!

The Holidays are Coming...
Check out the $ALE over at the Online GRREAT Store
and Renew your 2014 Membership while you’re there!

$8

$12

$10
$18
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$15

On Sale
$20

Visits to the Vet Will Never Be the Same by Skye Anderson
Your Dog’s Best Health:
A Dozen Reasonable Things To
Expect From Your Vet
by Nancy Kay, DVM
CreateSpace, 2011,
104 pages, $10.99
Rating: 5 Bones

Have you ever been cowed by your vet’s
white coat and impressive degrees? Ever
forgotten to say something or been too
inhibited to ask a question? Ever
wondered if your concern (or your vet’s
treatment) was inappropriate? Fear no
more! Your Dog’s Best Health is a great
little book (with an index), one of a kind,
that will put you at ease! It has been long
needed in our rapidly changing times, so,
Dr. Kay’s ‘little book’ will be very much
appreciated by dog people everywhere.
If I had to recommend the best
veterinarian for both dogs and dog
people, Dr. Nancy Kay would be at the
top of my list: she is a people-oriented,
dog-centered veterinarian. What a
delightful, comforting combination!
The crux of Your Dog’s Best Health is the
concept of ‘reasonable expectations.’ I
have already carried that phrase over into
the rest of my life and become a more
assertive consumer.

Writing from 30 years as a small animal
veterinarian, Dr. Kay expands on 12
reasonable expectations you are entitled
to from your vet - from deciding whether
you want relationship-centered care
(shared decision making) or paternalistic
care (the old-fashioned type where the
vet makes the decisions) to how to
evaluate canine health websites.
The
final chapter discusses expectations the
vet clinic staﬀ reasonably has of clients,
from turning oﬀ cell phones during clinic
visits to being on time and treating the
staﬀ with the same respect (expressions
of gratitude [and cookies] always
welcome) given the veterinarian.
Dr. Kay does an excellent non-judgmental
job as the go-between between
veterinarian and dog person. She
believes that your dog’s health is more
important than your veterinarian’s
feelings, that second opinions are
reasonable expectations as is transferring
care to a veterinarian that you feel more
comfortable with.
This book is ‘spot on’ with the cover
photo being the joyful Kay dog Quinn!
Your Dog’s Best Health is not too lengthy,
not too short. Not too wordy, not too
brief. With a nice little index and an
added bonus on pages 38-39 is the chart
of veterinary specialties, their websites,
organizations and what all those initials
mean!

And, the photos are just the right size,
too! Eye-provoking photography by Dr.
Kay’s daughter Susannah who will soon
find her niche as a professional!
(www.susannahkay.com) However, not all
the photos and quotes introducing each
chapter make sense. They were delightful
but not necessarily pertinent to the
subject. In addition, the text was doublespaced throughout which my eyes never
became accustomed to.
Continuing on in the fabulous tradition of
Speaking for Spot in which Dr. Kay
discusses why and how to be our dog’s
health advocate, Your Dog’s Best Health
has more endorsements than I have seen
in 10 years of reviewing dog books, and
all well-deserved. There are also handy
references to specific chapters in
Speaking for Spot.
Thank you, Dr. Kay, I feel much better
now after having read Your Dog’s Best
Health. It’s just what the doctor ordered.

Skye Anderson has a master of science degree
(in avian cytogenetics) and writes for Yankee Dog
News and other publications. She teaches
canine massage and first aid, and has presented
workshops at Goldstock, the Golden Retriever
rescue camp, for 10 years (she is a Lab and
Golden Retriever person). She can be reached
at skyebird48@hotmail.com.

Golden Memberships

GRREAT Membership Renewal
Don’t miss a thing! Renew your GRREAT membership for 2014! We
are very pleased to announce that despite the spiraling cost of
veterinary care, we are keeping the membership fee at $40 for 2014;
the fourth successive year with no fee increase.
We are dependent on membership dues, donations, and fundraising
to operate. Your $40 membership dues keep this newsletter coming
and will help save more Goldens in 2014. If you elect to "opt-out" of
receiving the newsletter by mail, the $40 is fully tax deductible. If you
choose to receive the printed newsletter, $30 is tax deductible ($10 is
the value of goods and services received). Membership also confers
one vote in GRREAT elections.
Please support GRREAT by becoming a member. Clip and complete
the membership renewal form on Page 11 of this newsletter. Be sure
to include your current mailing and email addresses. Mail the form
along with a check for $40 payable to GRREAT to: GRREAT, PO Box
190, Merrifield, VA 22116.
If you would like to renew your membership on-line, please visit:
http://www.grreat.org/membership/mbr_center.htm
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Last year GRREAT created a new membership category
allowing any Golden (or their furry friends) to join our
organization! For just $10 your Golden can become a Golden
Member of GRREAT!
Just clip and complete the membership form on Page 11 of
this newsletter. Be sure to include your Golden’s name(s)
along with your name and current mailing and email
addresses. Mail the form along with a check for $10 payable
to GRREAT to: GRREAT, PO Box 190, Merrifield, VA 22116.
If your Golden is tech savvy, Golden Membership can be
established on-line. Please visit: http://www.grreat.org/
membership/mbr_center.htm Remember to enter your
Golden’s name in the comments section.

2014 GRREAT Calendars
On Sale NOW!
GRREAT 2014 calendars are on sale now for $15 at the
GRREAT store, and at most GRREAT events. They make
excellent holiday gifts or stocking stuﬀers for family, friends,
neighbors, vets, and playmates at the dog park. Here are the
featured dogs for 2014, and the talented photographers:
Front Cover 11-125 Casey and Marlowe

Rick Davies

January

03-010 Bashful

Laura and Dennis Cooper

February

09-103 Marlowe

Lucy Pearson and Robert Moore

03-198 Max

Pat and Paul Warner

April

12-012 Henry

Barbara Jacksier

May

11-019 Jack

Judy and Dennis Smith

June

10-166 Zach

Pam VanDerbeek

July

08-095 Sammi & 09-110 Buddy Zoe Cohen and Wade Robert

March

August

10-197 Zoe

Liz Kaiser and Ned Scherer

September

13-011 Kelly

Michele and David Burroughs

October

05-098 Paige

Carolyn Beyer

November

11-147 Remmy

Dot and Ernie Helmick

December

12-122 Moose

Courtney Breul

Back Cover 11-017 Odie

Buy as many as you want,
we’ll print more!!!
2014 Funny Faces calendars are also on sale
at the GRREAT Store and most events for $10

Jessie and Dan Pickard

Adoption Report
Name

GRREAT ID #

Age

Sex

Lucy

13-023

9

F

Goldie

13-024

9

F

Kaleb

13-060

9

M

Bo

13-066

6

M

Gracie

13-070

5

F

Dusty

13-074

1

M

Champ

08-096

8

M

Buck

12-124

8

M

Doodlebug

12-158

10

M

Lilly

13-039

6

F

Ali

13-065

8

M

Memphis

13-080

11mo

M

Name
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GRREAT ID #

Age

Sex

Sammi

13-050

4

F

Sky

13-054

4mo

M

Ginger

13-057

7

F

Kepler

13-061

5mo

M

Gabby

13-073

5

F

Diego

08-207

8

M

Caesar

13-026

10

M

Brian

13-055

7

M

Parker

13-067

1

M

Hannah

13-083

8

F

Karma

13-084

2

F

Th an k Yo u fo r Yo u r D o n a t io n s
July 20 - October 9, 2013
*denotes total contribution of $100-$499
**denotes total contribution of $500-$999
***denotes total contribution of $1000 or more

Rocco, beloved special needs Golden Retriever of Greg &
Amy Skinner. They found it necessary to put Rocco down on
Sunday, Sept 8, 2013. -- Ric and Paulette Skinner

Sheryle and Jeanne Robinson
Donald and Kimberly Berlin*
Michael Thompson*
Melissa Davis*
William Hagen
Edith and Marshall Schy*
John Meyer*
Frank and Kathleen Slaveter
Joshua Scheinker
Gwyn Donohue
Shirley Coelho*
John Meyer*
Glenda Housel
Mazie and Jimmy Foster

In Honor of…
Macy who we lost to kidney failure in 2010 and for new
surrenders Booper and Ty vet fees. -- Beth Cooper
Pam and Karen's wedding. -- Sandra S. Jones
The marriage of Megan Rossman and Bill Blackburn. -- Lori
Cooper and Thomas Mullaney
Megan & Bill's wedding. – John Reynolds
Megan & Bill's wedding. -- John and Bonnie Porter
The wonderful foster home provided for so many needing
dogs by Karen Smith and Pam Del Nero on the occasion of
their wedding. -- Tarisa Holbrook and Judy Myers*

In Memory of…
"The Shadow." Gone but not forgotten. -- Helen Skiba-Powell
and Eugene Powell*

Finding true love. -- Pamela Manner

Our GRREAT dogs, Casey, Sundance, and Sassy and our
current GRREAT dog Buddy! Also for Aquiles-Red Golden
from Save a Sato. -- Rick Stevens and Julie Palais

The upcoming wedding of Megan Rossmann & Bill Blackburn.
-- Gayle Reuter
Zeke. -- Diane Lanigan

Sophie 2002-2013. -- Robert Core,

Warren Unna 90th. -- William and Deborah Grant*

Bronte Girl! - to honor her life with Harry Sethna and Sarah
and with thanks for being the first golden 'sister' to our own
GRREAT golden, Bashful. -- Dennis and Laura Cooper*

To Help With Expenses…
To help with the medical care of Thomas. I picked him up at
the Harford Co. Humane Society and took him immediately to
Animal Medical Center. Thank you GRREAT for agreeing to
take this sweet needy boy. Thank you Mary Collings for
handling this so quickly. -- Lynne Glennon and Tom Ludwig**

Bronte. -- Jennifer and Jim Dougherty and family
Beautiful Bronte. Thank you for being such a wonderful foster
sis to Chloe (02-176) and many others. -- Margaret, Tim,
Chloe, and Shmoo Smith*

For caps and T-shirts. -- Edward Nelson

Houston, beloved Golden of Nancy Forest and Bob
Eisenhauser. We'll miss the big guy! -- Don, Lynne and
Merling (09-041) Mutersbaugh

For Kalea - In honor of our Abby who died of this same type of
cancer. -- Judy and Dennis Smith*

Sadie - Byrd, beloved Golden of the Rudisill Family who
crossed the rainbow bridge last week. -- Brett, Ron, Megan,
and Chloe Welch

For Kalea -- Mary Weber
To cover the cost of the Sentinel purchased from Mclean
Animal Hospital for Gerard 13-088. -- Kathleen Sheehan

Rocco, who was fostered and eventually adopted by Amy and
Greg, who gave him a full and loving life. -- Jen and Chris
Ruﬀner

For Other Reasons…
I want to wish a very Happy Birthday to Donna/Mom! She\'s
an amazing herd mother, and I would like to make this
donation in loving memory of her favorite pups. -- Kate
Dandrea

Sadie (01-196). -- Dawn and Marshall Bowen**
Josh.
We will always remember your gentle nature,
understanding eyes, happy smile, and your gentle nudge
when you weren’t quite done with our attention. We will miss
you greatly. -- From your friends at Powell Insurance Agency.

This donation is a birthday present for Ann Thomas. Happy
Birthday, dear friend! -- Joan C Willson
Thank you for everything that GRREAT does, and does so
well! -- Michael Lehr*
Cont’d on page 10

Victoria Drebot . -- Co-workers and friends of her daughter,
Dianne Blackwell.*
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Donations
(Continued from page 9)
Donation in the names of Lizabeth Harman
and Micki Jones. -- Trista Snyder
For Harley 13-096. -- Kathleen Cubbage*

Corporate Giving
TE Connectivity. – Anonymous donor*
America's Charities. -- Barbara and Mark
Forster, Heather Lay
Mt. Airy Mattress. – In honor of Jennifer
Horn; In honor of Jeﬀ and Heather Krystofiak

GRREAT operates three funds for dogs with special needs. The Leo
Fund provides surgical care, the Simile-Finale Fund provides
holistic and alternative therapies (acupuncture, swim therapy, etc.),
and Chief’s Fund provides MRI diagnostics.
To support these funds, make the selection on the online donation
page www.grreat.org/donate/donorinfo.htm) or mention the fund in a
letter with your contribution by mail. Thank you!

Leo’s Corner
Leo’s Pals (up to $99)
In Memory of Richard Walker.
-- Pamela Mayo Hamel and David Hamel

Simple Dog.

In Memory of David Nicosia. -- Judy Smith

Forever Friends

Trista Snyder

Memorials can be seen at:
http://grreat.org/foreverfriends/index.htm

Leo’s Angels ($100-499)

Duncan Goldberg. -- Alison Chase*
Fergie, First Lady of Fairfax. Always in our
hearts.
Bronte (1999-2013) and Dickens
(1999-2000) Together again. -- Harry Sethna
and Sarah Navia*
Bullet Gasn. -- Kathleen Cooper*
In memory of Abby the Golden Retriever,
faithful family member of: Chris, Jan, Nate,
Nick and Luke Jennings. -- Karin Fangman
and Connie McCabe

Sponsor Me!
For Faeden (12-077). -- Abbas Jinnah
For Moosie 12-129. -- Jane and David
Goldfrank*
For Faeden, Lacey, Maggie Mae, Moosie,
Stevie, Zak. -- Harry Sethna and Sarah
Navia*
For Stevie (08-208). -- Kimberly PerezLugones
For Maggie Mae (08-211). -- Kathryn
McAndrew
For Stevie (08-208) and Trooper (09-209).
-- Trish Collier
For Beeker (09-026). -- Balaji Subramanian

Patra and Tom Maloy
To celebrate the life of our erstwhile foster, Shayna (04-012), who
passed away on July 25 at the glorious age of 16; and to thank
Eve and Bob Plotkin for opening up their hearts and home to this
very special girl. --Sarah, Harry and Bronte
Bronte (02-198). Forever in our hearts. And now, forever in the
loving embrace of God. - Mom and Dad – Harry Sethna and
Sarah Navia
Megan & Bill's wedding. -- Tyler Green
For Chassidy and Polar Bear. --Joe O'Neill and Walt Atha

Leo’s Heroes ($500+)

Chief’s Fund
Jennifer Moore*
Trista Snyder

Simile-Finale Fund
In celebration of Pam and Karen's wedding.
-- Susan McGreevy & Madeline Krieger
Trista Snyder

GRREAT relies on donations from Golden Retriever lovers to
cover the expenses incurred in treating our rescued dogs,
many of whom come to us with medical needs requiring
immediate and expensive attention. In addition to needing
cash contributions, we can always make use of donated dogrelated supplies. Your cash and non-cash donations to
GRREAT are tax-deductible. If you would like to help with a
contribution, please visit our Donation Center.
10

HERE’S A DONATION
q

q
q

q

_____________________________________

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

_________________________________________

Please complete this form to volunteer. Return to:

I’d like to make a donation to GRREAT for

GRREAT
Attention: Volunteer Coordinator
P.O. Box 190, Merrifield, VA 22116

In honor of

_____________________________________
In memory of

Name ___________________________________________

_____________________________________

Street ___________________________________________

To thank

City, State, Zip____________________________________

_____________________________________

E-mail Address ____________________________________

All donations are tax deductible and are
gratefully acknowledged in GRREAT News.

Home Phone (______)_____________________________
Cell Phone (______)_______________________________
Work Phone (______)______________________________

Checks should be made payable to GRREAT.
Please mail forms with your contribution to:
GRREAT, P.O. Box 190, Merrifield, VA 22116

OK to call at work?

q

Yes

q

No

Please indicate any area of interest.

q

MEMBERSHIP FORM

The appropriate GRREAT Coordinator will contact you
for more information.

New Member

_____ Become a foster home for GRREAT dogs

q

Renewal

Name ________________________________________
Address ______________________________________

_____ Help at Adoption Events, Education Events,
Fundraising & Micro-chipping Clinics

q

_____ Transport GRREAT dogs (to/from vet, animal
shelter, etc.)

Mark here if this is an address or name change

Phone ( ____)________________________________
E-mail Address______________________________

_____ Perform home visits for potential adopters prior to
adoption
_____ Additional Information or Comments:

Mark as many as applicable:

_________________________________________________

q

I am enclosing $40 for my 2014 membership dues.

q

I am enclosing a tax-deductible donation of $______.

q

I am interested in becoming a GRREAT Volunteer.
(Please fill out and return Volunteer form as well).

q

II am enclosing $10 (each) for a 2014 Golden
Membership(s). Please write name of dog(s).

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

q

This form can be filled out online at

I am interested in donating the following services or
supplies to GRREAT:

www.grreat.org/vol_form.htm

_________________________________________________
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GOLDEN RETRIEVER RESCUE, EDUCATION AND TRAINING
P.O. Box 190
Merrifield, VA 22116

G RREAT C alen dar of Events

Jack 13-063 & Jill 13-064

Your Stories Wanted
Every dog adopted through GRREAT is
special; each has a unique story to share.
Our readers love to read about your
happy endings and shared journeys. If
you have a story you think other readers
would enjoy, please submit it via email to:
newsletter@grreat.org. Be sure to include
a photo as a separate attachment.

There is a rescue for Golden Retrievers? This is a commonly asked question at the numerous
events in which GRREAT participates. When people discover that GRREAT takes in about 250
dogs every year, you can see the shock and amazement on their faces and you can hear it in their
voices. People know that Golden Retrievers are such good dogs, so they can’t help but wonder
“Why would anyone give up a Golden?” It is because of comments such as these that GRREAT
attends events to help educate the public on the need for rescue and the Golden Retriever breed.
GRREAT is always looking for and in need of committed volunteers who wish to give some of their
time to attend events. For a list of upcoming events go to www.grreat.org/calendar.htm. For more
information on any event, please e-mail events@grreat. org and if you wish to volunteer at any
event, please e-mail volunteer@grreat.org.

November

December

November 2, 2013
ADOPTION DAY - Rockville MD
12pm until 2pm
Bark!, Congressional Plaza,
1643 Rockville Pike, Rockville, MD

December 8, 2013
GRREAT HOWLIDAY PARTY
11am until 2:30pm
Frederick County Fairground (Bldg 12),
797 E. Patrick St, Frederick, MD
More D'Tails to come closer to the event

Please be sure to submit your
adoption application at least four
weeks prior to the event. We cannot
approve applications on the spot.

December 14, 2013
ADOPTION DAY - Arlington VA
12pm until 2pm
Petco Unleashed,
5400 Lee Hwy, Arlington, VA
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